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Masters Tour Ranking System 
Open Water Swimming  

1. Key principle: 
• Ranking system is based on Masters World Records in Long Course Swimming 1500m Freestyle 

(https://resources.fina.org/fina/document/2025/12/01/d7eccc29-679d-40e1-8854-
9688b1024419/CurrentWorldRecords-Individual-LCM.pdf) 

• For 20-24 age category, the fastest time out of all age categories will be used as a reference  
• This Ranking System measures performance relative to age, not actual finish order. 
• A physically slower older swimmer can have better score than a faster younger swimmer if their 

performance is closer to the world record for their age.  
 

2. Age-adjusted performance 
• Calculate age factors using fastest time as 1.0 factor (Appendix. 1). 
• Age factors are fixed, apply to all distances and do not change throughout the year.  

 
3. Time conversion 

• For each race: adjusted_time = actual_time × age_factor 
 

4. Points for each race 
• Identify the best adjusted time in the race → this is the reference time.  
• The best performance (best adjusted_time) in the race always scores 1000 points. 
• Compute points: points = (reference_time / adjusted_time) × 1000 (rounded to whole points) 

 
5. Overall ranking 

• Sorted ranking of all age groups combined is created.  
• If a swimmer competes in multiple distances during one Leg, the highest point score counts. 

 
6. Example (Men’s event) 

Athlete Age group Actual time Time (s) 

Swimmer A  30-34 38:00 2280 

Swimmer B 45-49 39:40 2370 

Swimmer C 70-74 46:00 2760 

 
Step 1 – Adjusted time: 

Swimmer A:  adjusted_time = 2280 × 1.000 = 2280 s 

Athlete Time (s) Age factor Adjusted time (s) 

Swimmer A  2280 1.000 2280 

Swimmer B 2370 0.927 2197 

Swimmer C 2760 0.761 2100.4 

https://resources.fina.org/fina/document/2025/12/01/d7eccc29-679d-40e1-8854-9688b1024419/CurrentWorldRecords-Individual-LCM.pdf
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Step 2 – Reference time: 

Best adjusted time in race = 2100.4 s (Swimmer C) -> 1000 points 

Step 3 – Points: 

points = (2100.4 / 2197) × 1000 = 932,71 ≈ 933 points 

Ranking Athlete Adjusted time (s) Points 

1 Swimmer C 2100.4 1000 

2 Swimmer B 2197 956 

3 Swimmer A  2280 933 

 

Considering age factor, even though having the slowest actual time, Swimmer C takes 1st place with 
the fastest adjusted time. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix. 1. Masters World Records + Age Factors 

Masters World Records + Age Factors 
LCM 1500m Freestyle 

  Women Men 
Age Time (seconds) Age Factor Time (seconds) Age Factor 
20-24 16:34.89 994.89 1.000 15:25.79 925.79 1.000 
25-29 16:34.89 994.89 1.000 15:49.04 949.04 0.976 
30-34 17:20.55 1040.55 0.956 15:25.79 925.79 1.000 
35-39 17:17.22 1037.22 0.959 16:00.04 960.04 0.964 
40-44 17:29.43 1049.43 0.948 16:24.76 984.76 0.940 
45-49 17:27.11 1047.11 0.950 16:38.81 998.81 0.927 
50-54 18:15.80 1095.80 0.908 17:08.33 1028.33 0.900 
55-59 18:36.30 1116.30 0.891 17:22.61 1042.61 0.888 
60-64 19:10.59 1150.59 0.865 17:55.91 1075.91 0.860 
65-69 20:41.53 1241.53 0.801 18:43.53 1123.53 0.824 
70-74 21:02.79 1262.79 0.788 20:17.22 1217.22 0.761 
75-79 24:41.76 1481.76 0.671 21:02.80 1262.80 0.733 
80-84 28:35.98 1715.98 0.580 22:16.90 1336.90 0.692 
85-89 28:11.18 1691.18 0.588 26:18.37 1578.37 0.587 
90-94 33:36.10 2016.10 0.493 30:31.69 1831.69 0.505 
95-99 41:39.68 2499.68 0.398 33:39.77 2019.77 0.458 
100-104 01:14:08.73 4448.73 0.224 42:27.06 2547.06 0.363 
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