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MPS 1  INTRODUCTION 

 

 

European Aquatics is committed to promoting inclusive aquatic sport environments  
and to expanding participation opportunities for athletes with disabilities across its 
competitions and development programmes. 
 
In line with this commitment, European Aquatics continues to strengthen the integration 
of Para Aquatics within its event portfolio. The inclusion of Para Aquatics events within the 
European Aquatics Masters Championships 2026 represents an important step in 
advancing this vision, contributing to greater visibility, athlete opportunity, and 
collaboration across the aquatic sport ecosystem. 
 
European Aquatics recognises the value of building bridges between mainstream aquatic 
competitions and Para sport structures. Through progressive integration, the organisation 
aims  
to support the development of Para Aquatics across Europe while ensuring that 
competitions  
are delivered according to clear technical standards and fair participation principles. 
 
The present document establishes the participation criteria applicable to Para Swimming 
and Para Open Water Swimming athletes wishing to compete at the European Aquatics 
Masters Championships 2026. 

 
 

MPS 2  PARTICIPATION PRINCIPLES 

 

 

The Para Swimming and Para Open Water Swimming programme within the European 
Aquatics Masters Championships is designed to promote participation while maintaining 
appropriate competition standards. 
 
For this reason, European Aquatics has adopted an inclusive participation model that 
allows broad representation from participating countries while ensuring fair competition 
conditions and so the entire masters swimming event is open to all para swimmers  

 
 

MPS 3  ELIGIBILITY OF ATHLETES AND ORGANISATIONS 

  

Participation in Para Swimming and Para Open Water Swimming events is open to athletes 
entered by National Federations or recognised disability sport organisations. 
 
European Aquatics will accept entries from disability sport organisations that are not 
affiliated members of European Aquatics. However, in such cases, the organisation must  
be formally affiliated with the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) or recognised within 
the Paralympic sport structure. 
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MPS 4  ATHLETE REGISTRATION 

  

Para swimmers that wish to participate must follow the announce registration process 
similar to able bodied swimmers. 
 
All entries must be submitted through the event’s website until 15th July 2026. Entries 
submitted outside the event’s website will not be considered valid. 

 
 
 
 

PMS 5  ENTRY TIMES 

  

To enter in a Para Swimming event, para swimmers do not need to achieve a qualifying 
time, however they need to have an oQicial valid registration entry time. 
 
Entry times submitted for Para swimmers must be obtain 15th July 2024 until  
15th July 2026: 
• achieved in official competitions, and 
• supported by verifiable competition results. 
 
European Aquatics reserves the right to request evidence confirming the validity of entry 
times. Participating organisations must therefore ensure that documentation or publicly 
available results can be provided if requested. 

 
 
 
 

MPS 6  CLASSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

Athletes of S1 to S14 (physical and cerebral palsy impairment) classes must hold a 
recognised sport class within the World Para Swimming classification system. 
 
The following provisions apply: 
• National classification will be accepted for the purposes of entry. 
• Participating organisations must provide the classification documentation of each 

swimmer, including the classification sheet and relevant medical documentation. 
• European Aquatics classifiers will review the documentation provided and may 

confirm  
or request additional information where necessary. 

 
Athletes of S15 (deaf), S16 (autism) and S21 (down syndrome) classes must hold send a 
signed medical report describing as accurate as possible the athlete’s disability. 
 
The final validation of classification for participation purposes remains under the authority 
of the event classification panel. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
9, rue de la Morâche  
CH 1260 Nyon Tel +41 22 552 99 99 
SWITZERLAND                             Fax+41 22 552 99 89 

3 

MPS 7  SPORT CLASSES 

 

 

The Para Swimming and Para Open Water Swimming events will include athletes in the 
following sport classes: 
• S1 – S14 (physical, visual and intellectual impairments recognised under the World 

Para Swimming framework. 
• S15 (deaf), S16 (autism) and S21 (down syndrome), according to European Aquatics 

competition structures. 
 
 
 

 

MPS 8  COMPETITION FORMAT AND RESULTS 

 

 

Competition results will be determined by age groups using a points-based system in order  
to allow comparison between swimmers from diQerent sport classes. 
 
The following scoring systems will apply: 
• World Para Swimming (WPS) Points System for sport classes S1–S14 
• World Aquatics Points System for sport classes S15, S16 and S21 
 
 
European Aquatics reserves the right to clarify or adjust operational procedures where 
necessary to ensure the smooth organisation of the competition. 
 
Any updates or additional technical information will be communicated through the oQicial 
European Aquatics competition information channels. 
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Para water polo maintains the core structure of traditional water polo, with the classification points system 
as the central adaptation, ensuring balanced teams and fair competition while accommodating diUerent 
levels of physical ability. 
 
 

MPWP 1  ATHLETE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 

 

 

• A functional classification system ensures fair competition by grouping athletes based 
on the impact of their impairment separated in 3 moments: physical assessment; 
technical assessment and observation in competition assessment. 

• Each player is assigned a sport class (points value 1 to 4,5) reflecting functional ability. 
• During a match, the total points of players in the water must not exceed 17.5 points. 

Per each female player on the field the total pointes can increase 0,5. 
• Specific rule: 

• Higher class athletes (e.g. class 4.5) may be restricted to goalkeeper role only.   
• Sanctions for violations: 

• Exceeding points limit → technical foul, possible penalty escalation.   
 
 
 
 

MPWP 2  TEAMS AND PLAYERS 

 

 

• Each team may have up to 15 players on the roster.   
• A match is played with: 
• 6 players in the water (5 field players + 1 goalkeeper) 
• Minimum conditions: 

• Match cannot start with fewer than 5 players 
• Match is forfeited if a team drops below 4 players   

• Substitutes: 
• Up to 9 reserve players available for rotation 

 
 
 
 

MPWP 3  MATCH STRUCTURE AND GAMEPLAY 

 

 

• The game follows core water polo principles (team play, scoring goals, tactical play). 
• Match phases include: 

• standard periods 
• Different time of attack 
• ball possession play 
• fouls, exclusions, and penalty situations   

• Officials (referees, timekeepers, jury) ensure: 
• rule enforcement 
• time control 
• recording of fouls and scores   
• Garanting that all time the 17.5 teams point system is not at any time 
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MPWP 4  FOULS AND DISCIPLINE 

 

 

• Types of sanctions include: 
• Ordinary fouls (minor infringements) 
• Exclusion fouls (temporary removal) 
• Penalty fouls (penalty shots) 

• Key rules: 
• A player committing three personal fouls is excluded from the match 
• Incorrect re-entry or misconduct results in sanctions 
• Bench misconduct may lead to red card expulsion   

 
 
 
 

MPWP 5  COMPETITION AND SCORING 

 

 

• Matches are decided by: 
• goals scored 
• official scorekeeping and match reporting 

• Rankings are determined according to: 
• match results 
• competition format defined by organisers   

 
 
 
 

MPWP 6  SAFETY AND INTEGRITY 

 

 

• Mandatory: 
• medical certification for athletes 
• compliance with health regulations   

• Injury, illness or classification irregularities: 
• may lead to match interruption or review 
• fraudulent classification may result in disqualification or forfeit   
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MPAS 1  SAFETY AND INTEGRITY 

 

 

Para Artistic Swimming events within the European Masters Championships shall be 
conducted in accordance with the applicable European Aquatics Masters Artistic 
Swimming Rules.  
 
All technical and competition requirements, including routines, scoring, and judging 
procedures, will follow the established Masters framework to ensure consistency, 
fairness, and alignment with existing competition standards. 
 
Participation in Para Artistic events is open to all athletes with disabilities, with an inclusive 
approach that allows for mixed-ability participation across the various event categories.  
Athletes of different functional abilities may compete together, provided that all entries 
comply with the general Masters rules.  
 
This approach aims to promote accessibility, encourage participation, and support  
the continued development of inclusive artistic swimming within the Masters environment. 

 


