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EUROPEAN AQUATICS 
OPEN WATER SWIMMING CUP 
(UPDATED 28 MARCH 2026) 
 
In addition to the European Aquatics General Event Rules  
THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS 
shall apply: 
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CUP-OWS 1  EVENTS  

CUP-OWS 1.1 
 The European Aquatics Open Water Swimming Cup (OWS Cup) events shall be over a 

distance of a minimum five (5) km to a maximum twenty-five (25) km. 

CUP-OWS 1.2  All European Aquatics OWS Cup events shall be part of general classification. 

CUP-OWS 1.2.1  All European Aquatics OWS Cup events can be organised together with Open Water 
Swimming Open and National Championships with same distance and start as OWS Cup 
events. Different result lists will be required; European Aquatics OWS Cup classification and 
other event classifications. 

CUP-OWS 1.3  The European Aquatics OWS Cup shall be organised every year. 

 
 
 

CUP-OWS 2  ORGANISATION 

CUP-OWS 2.1 
 

The Organising Federations and the venues, where the European Aquatics OWS Cup events 
will be held, shall be the decision of the European Aquatics Bureau subject to European 
Aquatics Technical Open Water Swimming Committee (TOWSC) recommendation. 

CUP-OWS 2.2  Each Organising Federation shall circulate information with all necessary details (including 
hotel prices) to all European Aquatics Federations no later than ten (10) weeks prior to the 
event. 

CUP-OWS 2.3  For each European Aquatics OWS Cup event, TOWSC will appoint one (1) Technical Delegate 
and one (1) Safety Delegate and Chief Referees (one for each race and gender) certified by 
European Aquatics OWS Education Level 3. 
 
Each European Aquatics OWS Cup Host Federation may nominate one chief referee for 
another event of the series in the same year. The candidate must be certified European 
Aquatics OWS Education Level 3. 
 
In the event that officials certified at Level 3 are unavailable in sufficient number, TOWSC shall 
appoint the necessary officials from among those certified at Level 2. 
 
The TOWSC commission will approve the nominated candidate based on acceptance criteria 
or appoint another chief referee(s). 

CUP-OWS 2.4  Each participating Federation nominate their officials, certified by European Aquatics OWS 
Education (at least Level 2), on their own costs.  
 
Nominations will be evaluated and will be approved by TOWSC, based on needs for the event 
and nominees’ experiences.  
 
Federations shall submit the registrations for approved officials, together with named entries. 

CUP-OWS 2.5  The Organising Federation of each cup event shall supply all the other officials certified by 
European Aquatics OWS Education Level 1, 2 or 3 and cover all costs of all officials. 
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CUP-OWS 3  FORMAT 

CUP-OWS 3.1  RANKING AND POINT SYSTEM 

CUP-OWS 3.1.1  There will be separate overall rankings for women and men. Additionally, there will be 
separate overall rankings for the best three (3) junior girls and boys (U19).  

CUP-OWS 3.1.2  In each European Aquatics OWS Cup individual events, the points will be awarded as 
described in Appendix 1. To be eligible to receive points, the swimmers must finish the race 
in time limits. If they are OTL (out of time limit) as described in World Aquatics OWS Rule 
4.5.1, swimmer(s) will not receive any point. 

CUP-OWS 3.1.3  Swimmers participating in all events of the European Aquatics OWS Cup Calendar shall 
receive extra 400 points. 

CUP-OWS 3.1.4  In long distance open water swimming events (15km and above), there will be 2 “flying 
sprints” which may allow the first three swimmers to receive additional points (150,100 and 
50) and prize money as described in CUP-OWS 7.1.2. 

CUP-OWS 3.1.4.1  In long distance open water swimming events, to be eligible to receive points and be 
awarded with prize money, the swimmers must finish the race in time limits. If they are 
disqualified or OTL (out of time limit) as described in World Aquatics OWS Rules 4.5.1, they 
will not receive any point and not be awarded with prize money. The points and the prize 
money will be transferred to next swimmer in the sprint ranking who finishes the race in time 
limits. 

CUP-OWS 3.2  INFRINGEMENTS AND DISQUALIFICATION PROCEDURE 

CUP-OWS 3.2.1  All competitors must follow World Aquatics OWS rules, especially 4.1 – 4.1.9 

CUP-OWS 3.2.2  Infringements of these rules shall be sanctioned by the chief referee or referee with yellow 
and red flags according to World Aquatics OWS Rule 4.2.2 – 4.2.4.4 

CUP-OWS 3.3  Start: All competitors shall start from a fixed platform according or from water 

 
 

CUP-OWS 4  PARTICIPATION 

CUP-OWS 4.1  All swimmers can participate in all OWS Cup Events 

CUP-OWS 4.2  Swimwear and Technology 
 
In all European Aquatics OWS Cup events the use of swimsuits / wetsuits, caps, goggles and 
technology is restricted to the limitation of World Aquatics List of Approved Swimwear and 
Wearables as all stated in World Aquatics OWS Rule 10. 

CUP-OWS 4.3  Only biodegradable cups/containers/materials shall be allowed to use during competitions. 
Nutrition is only allowed at the designated feeding areas. 
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CUP-OWS 5  ENTRIES TO CUP QUALIFYING EVENTS 

CUP-OWS 5.1 

 

Preliminary Entries (including the expected number of participants, but no names) shall be 
submitted to the respective Organising Federation, with copy to the European Aquatics 
Office, no later than 6 weeks prior to the event.  
 
European Aquatics Rule E 16.3 will apply for withdrawals after this date. 

CUP-OWS 5.2  Named Entries shall be submitted to the respective Organising Federation at the given date. 
 
A Federation may withdraw a named entry up to 10 days prior to competition. After given 
date, in line with an approval by European Aquatics, any Federation shall apply to Organising 
Federation up to 48 hours before the Team Leaders’ Meeting for the late registration for each 
individual entries to the OWS Cup events. Late registration fee hundred (100) EURO shall be 
paid to Organising Federation. A fee of sixty-five (65) EURO shall be paid to European 
Aquatics for each entered but for non-starting competitor. 

 
 

CUP-OWS 6  MEDALS AND PRIZE MONEY 

CUP-OWS 6.1  At each Cup Competition 

CUP-OWS 6.1.1  Medals and Prize Money will be awarded by the respective Organising Federation to the 
competitors placed first, second and third (women and men), according to a system decided 
by the European Aquatics Bureau. For the flying sprints, the prize money will be awarded by 
the respective Organising Federation to the sprint leaders. Additional Prize Money may be 
awarded at the discretion of the respective Organising Federation. 
 
Additional medals will be awarded by the respective Organising Federation to the European 
junior competitors (U19) placed first, second and third (girls and boys) 

CUP-OWS 6.2  For the General Classification 

CUP-OWS 6.2.1  Medals will be awarded by European Aquatics to the competitors placed first, second and 
third (women and men). 

CUP-OWS 6.2.2  The prize money shall be awarded to the individual competitors (women and men) according 
to a system decided by the European Aquatics Bureau. 

CUP-OWS 6.2.3  The best 3 junior girls and boys shall be awarded according to European Aquatics Bureau 
decision. 
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CUP-OWS 7  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

CUP-OWS 7.1  The Organising Federation of any of the Cup Events shall provide 

CUP-OWS 7.1.1  Five thousand (5000) EURO as event fee. 

CUP-OWS 7.1.2  
For long distance open water swimming events from 15km up to 25km, organizing committee 
shall pay additional prize money to each sprint leaders for the flying sprints. 

CUP-OWS 7.1.3  
Transport from the nearest airport or train station to the official hotel(s) and back for 
participating teams, European Aquatics Delegate(s) and Chief Referee(s); 

CUP-OWS 7.1.4  
Transport for training and competitions from the official hotel(s) and back for participating 
teams, Delegate(s) and Chief Referee(s); 

CUP-OWS 7.1.5  
Sessions of minimum two (2) hours per day for training at the competition site and/or in a 
pool beginning two (2) days before the competitions. 

CUP-OWS 7.2  Each participating Federation shall be financially responsible for all other expenses of their team. 

 
 
 

CUP-OWS 8  TIMING, TRANSPONDERS AND VIDEO RECORDING 

CUP-OWS 8.1  For European Aquatics OWS Cup Events Automatic Officiating Equipment is mandatory to 
use. This includes microchip transponder technology 

CUP-OWS 8.2  Microchip transponder timing technology will be recorded officially in hundreds of seconds.  

CUP-OWS 8.3  The finish funnel/tunnel and Finish apparatus/panel/plate should be filmed and recorded 
from each side and above by a video system with slow motion and recall facilities. 

CUP-OWS 8.3.1  
The finish apparatus/panel/plate should be filmed and recorded from each side and above by 
a video system with slow motion and recall facilities capable of determining the placing, 
according to World Aquatics OWS rule 12.1.3. 

CUP-OWS 8.3.2  
The finish funnel/tunnel should be filmed and recorded from each side and above by a video 
system with slow motion and recall facilities according to World Aquatics OWS rule 12.1.3.5 

CUP-OWS 8.4  
The determination of the results should be provided by Automatic Officiating Equipment. 
In the event of Automatic Officiating Equipment fails; the results will be provided as it stated 
in World Aquatics OWS Rule 12.4.2 

CUP-OWS 8.5  All competitors must wear microchip transponders according to World Aquatics OWS Rule 4.1.8. 

CUP-OWS 8.6  Results Lists  - Each Organising Federation shall supply: 

CUP-OWS 8.6.1  
One (1) hard copy of the full results to the Chief Referee(s) immediately after the completion 
of the event. 

CUP-OWS 8.6.2  Soft copies of full official results via website or software to competing Federations and to 
European Aquatics representatives 
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APPENDIX 1 – OWS CUP POINT SYSTEM 
 

PLACE POINTS  PLACE POINTS  PLACE POINTS  PLACE POINTS 

1 800  26 98  51 49  76 24 

2 700  27 96  52 48  77 23 

3 600  28 94  53 47  78 22 

4 550  29 92  54 46  79 21 

5 500  30 90  55 45  80 20 

6 450  31 88  56 44  81 19 

7 400  32 86  57 43  82 18 

8 350  33 84  58 42  83 17 

9 300  34 82  59 41  84 16 

10 250  35 80  60 40  85 15 

11 200  36 78  61 39  86 14 

12 190  37 76  62 38  87 13 

13 180  38 74  63 37  88 12 

14 170  39 72  64 36  89 11 

15 160  40 70  65 35  90 10 

16 150  41 68  66 34  91 9 

17 140  42 66  67 33  92 8 

18 130  43 64  68 32  93 7 

19 120  44 62  69 31  94 6 

20 110  45 60  70 30  95 5 

21 108  46 58  71 29  96 4 

22 106  47 56  72 28  97 3 

23 104  48 54  73 27  98 2 

24 102  49 52  74 26  99 1 

25 100  50 50  75 25  All 
Finishers 

1 
         

 


