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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
June witnessed six championships across all Aquatic disciplines, capped by a fantastic new 
European record by David Popovici in the 100m freestyle on the final night of the U23 
swimming championships in Samorin. The Water Polo 2024-2025 club season also came to a 
superb climax with the Men’s Champions League Final 4 event in Malta. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Olympic Open Water Swimming champion Sharon van 
Rouwendaal as our new Athlete Ambassador for Aquatics Social Responsibility and 
announced the detailed timetable for the 2026 European Aquatics Championships. 
 
We have also reached a major milestone in the Digital Transformation project by launching a 
new Digital Asset Management platform with our partner EPAM systems. 
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AQUATIC SPORTS UPDATE 
 
June has been an extremely busy month for sport at European Aquatics, with six championship events 
(and one Open Water Swimming Cup) as well as qualifying matches for the 2026 European Water Polo 
Championships taking place, all strongly supported by our national federations and athletes: 
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Artistic Swimming Championships (organised together with the COMEN event) took place on 2-5 June in 
Funchal, Portugal with 139 Athletes from 15 Nations. The Championships Trophy was won by Spain.  

 

 
 
Junior Open Water Swimming Championships took place on 19-21 June in Setubal, Portugal with 186 
athletes from 23 nations (including AIN). 
 

 



 
 
 

3 

Junior Diving Championships took place from 23-29 in Athens, Greece with 168 athletes from 28 nations 
(including AIN). 
 
Junior Artistic Swimming Championships took place from 25-29 June with 200 athletes from 24 nations 
(including AIN). 
 
U23 Swimming Championships took place from 26-28 June in Samorin, Slovakia with 373 athletes from 
42 nations. 

ATHLETE AMBASSADORS 
 

 
 

European Aquatics was delighted to welcome two more athlete ambassadors in June.  
 
Legendary Water Polo player Dénes Varga of Hungary was our Athlete Ambassador throughout the Men’s 
champions’ league Final Four competition in Malta, bringing his unique viewpoint to support a number of 
European media initiatives, but also to engage with the crowd at the National Aquatics Centre. 
 
Sharon Van Rouwendaal of the Netherlands, reigning Olympic champion for Open Water Swimming and 
legend of the discipline, has signed up to become Athlete Ambassador for European Aquatics’ Aquatics 
Social Responsibility programme. 
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Sharon will serve as spokesperson and advocate for: 

• Swim Safe Europe, which is European Aquatics’ Learn to Swim programme to promote water 
competence and safety. 

• Let’s Swim Together, a new project to get employees into the water to appreciate the mental and 
physical benefits. 

• She will also promote sustainable practice and environmental responsibility amongst European 
competition organisers and national federations. 
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Another legendary open water swimmer, World and European champion Leonie Beck from Germany is 
also supporting European Aquatics as co-presenter of “Beyond the Buoy” – the Open Water Swimming 
Cup series now showing on European Aquatics TV and YouTube, with two stages of the cup now 
complete. 
 
PARIS 2026 SCHEDULE UNVEILED 

 

Dates have been released for next year’s European Aquatics Championships, which will be the first major 
international championships at the Paris 2024 Olympics venue since the Games.  
 
A sell-out crowd is expected at the Olympic Aquatic Centre in Paris St Denis - the only permanent sports 
facility built for the 2024 Games – with ticket sales being driven by the likely participation of France’s Leon 
Marchand, who thrilled his country with four Olympic titles in the pool last summer. 
 
The French Swimming Federation (Fédération Française de Natation: FFN) started to release early-bird 
tickets to licensed members on 27 June.  
 
The European Aquatics Championships will run from 31 July to 16 August 16 2026. 
 
The programme is: 

• Artistic Swimming and Diving, from 31 July ending on 5 August and 6 August, respectively. 
• Open Water Swimming in the Seine River, from 4 August to 8 August. 
• The swimming programme will run from 10 – 16 August. 
• High Diving dates will be confirmed later. 
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The 38th edition of the European Aquatics Championships will take place in Paris 100 years after they 
were first held in Budapest in 1926. 

WATER POLO 

 

 

After no fewer than 478 games across all the European Aquatics’ club competitions, 1 June marked the 
conclusion of the 2024-2025 club season with the Champions League final matches in Malta. The second 
edition of the world’s most important club competition was a great success with a full stadium enjoying top 
class action. FTC Telekom from Budapest became the first team from Hungary to successfully defend a 
men’s champions league crown (their third win in total) after an epic battle with Novi Belgrade of Serbia.  

Immediately after the CL Final 4 in Malta, the national team season commenced with qualifiers for the 
EWPC for women and men 2026 (6-8 June for women and 9-11 June for men). 

Due to certain constraints, an organizer for the women's events has not been confirmed, so the final 
participants of the EWPC women are still unknown. We anticipate that this will be resolved shortly. 

On 13-14 June, an in-person TWPC meeting took place in Zagreb, which was organized effectively. Apart 
from TWPC members, several EA Bureau members attended the meeting. 

From 24-30 June, a Development Camp is being held in Kranevo (BUL), and all preparations for this 
significant EA pilot project have been completed. EA lecturers and educators, including experienced 
coaches and referees, will conduct the sessions. 

Istanbul will witness the start of the U16 EWPC for women, followed by the EWPC U16 for men from the 
end of June until mid-July. 
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Water Polo Education 

National Federations have been sent documents regarding the nominations for the Pool of WP Delegates 
for 2025/2026. Each Federation has a candidate quota based on the EA ranking. To enhance women's 
participation in Water Polo, each Federation listed in the Women's EA ranking may propose one additional 
female candidate beyond their quota. 

Additionally, European Aquatics announced the Education and Certification process for WP Jury Table 
Officials. Federations and clubs for European Club Competitions 2025/2026. There must have 6 EA-
certified Jury Table Officials (2 secretaries, 2 timekeepers, and 2 assistant referees) aged 18 or older at all 
games. This initiative is part of European Aquatics’ strategic plan to ensure all technical officials are 
adequately educated and certified for events starting from the 2025/2026 season.  

Referees and Delegates in Water Polo, already certified in the 2024/2025 season, will undergo certification 
refreshment for the 2025/2026 season. 

 

AQUATICS SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Sustainability at Events 

Throughout June, several sustainability certification visits have taken place, which included: 

• European Aquatics Champions League Men Final Four, 26 May - 01 June, Gzira (MLT): Making 
Waves for a Greener Future. 
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• European Aquatics Artistic Swimming Championships, 2-5 June, Funchal (POR): A full range of 
sustainable measures were implemented.  

• Open Water Swimming Cup Leg 2, 22 June, Setubal (POR): [European Aquatics Junior Open Water 
Swimming Championships, 19-21 June, Setubal (POR)] 

• Junior Artistic Swimming Championships, 25-29 June, Athens (GRE): Currently ongoing. 
• Water Polo Championship U16 Women, 27 June - 3 July, Istanbul (TUR): Currently ongoing.  

 

Educational Session on Sustainability 

On 10 June, European Aquatics participated in World Aquatics' Educational Session #2: “How Can We 
Work Sustainably?”. The webinar provided valuable insights on addressing ESG challenges in aquatics, 
with contributions from the Ghana Swimming Association and Aquatics GB. 

Swim Safe Europe Planning 

A focused meeting with the Sub commission of ASR Principle 1 on 13 June, prepared the first training 
course for Swim Safe Europe in Iceland and discussed the programme for the annual SSE Conference, 
ensuring solid groundwork for upcoming educational and safety activities. 

European Aquatics Working Visit to Belgium 

From 17–19 June, the European Aquatics delegation met with the Flemish Swimming Federation, Belgian 
Swimming Federation, Royal Belgium Swimming Federation co-presidents Kris Geeroms and Bernard 
Parez as well as the Director of the Belgium Olympic Committee. The visit featured strategic meetings in 
Antwerp, focusing on Swim Safe Europe.  
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Sport Transparency Index Conference 

Held on 18 June in Brussels, this high-level conference brought together sport leaders to explore the pilot 
implementation of the Sport Transparency Index. Sílvia Costa, ASR Project Manager at European Aquatics, 
presented the Portuguese case study, outlining the testing of the 15 transparency indicators, evaluating 
real-world implementation, and identifying areas for improvement nationally. Antonio Silva, President of 
European Aquatics, chaired the main panel discussion titled "The Sport Transparency Index: The Early 
Adopters", focusing on governance reforms within federations. The panel featured key contributors from 
EA-affiliated national federations: 

Kim Vanmalderen, General Director / Secretary General, Royal Belgian Swimming Federation 

Rita Zeqiri, President, Kosovo Swimming Federation 

Rokur i Jakupsstovu, Secretary General, Faroe Islands Swimming Association 

Jéssica Schumacher, Board Member and DEI Delegate, Luxembourg Swimming & Lifesaving Federation 
(FLNS) 

In addition, European Aquatics Treasurer Andida Bouma also attended. Each speaker shared insights on 
adopting transparency and ethics frameworks, addressing implementation challenges, and leveraging 
structured self-assessment for stronger governance. This session reinforced the importance of embedding 
transparency and good governance in sport, offering a practitioner-driven perspective on elevating ethical 
standards and accountability across the aquatic sports community. 

SSE Certification Process 

With the document submission deadline set for the end of June, July will kick off the evaluation phase for 
the Swim Safe Europe certification process, during which the commission will review all applications and 
assign certification levels. 

 

ACADEMY 

The Academy was extremely active in June with Coaches Clinics held during all championship events: 
 

• A Level 1 Course for Diving Officials was organized in Athens, Greece (27-29 June), attended by 45 
people. 

• On 16 June, a meeting was held with 13 European national federations and 210 attendees to outline 
and discuss the process for Coaches Certification recognition and to present possibilities for further 
cooperation in the Development sector (via the platform, with courses etc).  

• European Aquatics organised a Water Polo Development Camp from 24-30 June 2025 in the hotel 
Aqualife, Kranevo, Bulgaria. 



 
 
 

11 

 

 
CORPORATE NEWS 

• European Aquatics partners with EPAM to launch digital asset management system 

European Aquatics is pleased to announce an expansion to its commercial partnership with EPAM, a global 
leader in digital engineering, cloud and AI-enabled transformation services. 

European Aquatics has adopted EPAM’s modern digital asset management (DAM) platform, transforming 
the way media is handled across the organization and its affiliated national federations. 

This is a key milestone in the Digital Transformation of European Aquatics, as laid out in the 2024-2030 
Strategic Plan. 

Built for scale, speed, and simplicity, EPAM’s DAM Platform will manage, enrich, and distribute vast amounts 
of media content — all in real time. This marks a key milestone in the digital evolution of European Aquatics' 
media operations and sets a new benchmark for the aquatic sports community. 

European Aquatics will utilize EPAM’s Digital Asset Management Platform to streamline the entire content 
lifecycle — from automatic camera uploads at live events to instant AI-enrichment and distribution to 
internal teams and external partners. This seamless flow dramatically reduces the time from capture to 
publication, allowing stakeholders to access ready-to-use, searchable content within seconds. 

 

• EA supports European Commission’s SHARE 2.0 project 

SHARE 2.0, an initiative by the European Commission, in which E. Aquatics in represented by his President, 
represents a growing European movement that bridges sport, innovation and local development. Built 
around four Communities of Practice (CoPs), SHARE 2.0 fosters collaboration among over 400 
stakeholders, including public authorities, grassroots organisations, sports federations and policy experts.  

Within this framework, the Community of Practice on Innovation plays a pivotal role, and the European 
Aquatics is a key contributor, is particularly significant, given its influence in shaping the sport agenda of 

Title of clinic     Discipline  Location of clinic           Lecturers           in person online Attendees (in person and online)

Water Polo Referees School 2025 Water Polo Istanbul Andy IM Hoepelman, Dejan Perisic, Boris Margeta, Stavroula Kozompoli35 7 42

Role of nutrition in preparation Open Water Swimming Stari Grad, Croatia Veronika Stefanik 15 5 20

Basemarks - Video examples of 
routine

Artistic Swimming Funchal, Portugal Ana Montero 104 95 199

Role of Nutrition in preparation Open Water Swimming Setubal, Portugal Veronika Stefanik 20 1 21
Neuro Linguistic programming and 
other aspects of mental 
preparation; nutrition in 
competition and for the advancing 
of physical conditions

Diving Athens, Greece  Ingrid Fantanals TBC TBC TBC

Water Polo Development Camp Water Polo Kranevo, Bulgaria Mr. Neven Kovačević, Petar Radanović, Víctor González, Raffaele Columbo21 0 21
Competition Through the Eyes of 
an Artistic Swimming Technical 
Controller

Artistic Swimming Athens, Greece Ana Montero 82 20 102

The key elements of Diving 
technique and approach to its 
judging

Diving Athens, Greece Klaus Dibiasi TBC TBC TBC

 The Development of Eneli 
Jefimova

Swimming Samorin, Slovakia Henry Hein 30 7 37

Officials Courses Diving Athens, Greece Klaus Dibiasi TBC TBC TBC
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the European Commission. Together, these actors strive to ensure that innovation in sport is not confined 
to elite athletes or private businesses, but becomes a tool for societal, economic and regional 
development accessible to all. 

 

Coming up next month: 

• AQUATICS 
o Junior Swimming Championships from 1-6 July in Samorin, Slovakia 
o Open Water Swimming Cup, stage 3, on 25 July in Paris, France. 

 

• WATER POLO 
o July will be dedicated to preparing for the next WP club season, including club registrations, 

draw preparations, ITC, and organization of the Super Cup for men and women. 
o We will step up preparations to support the organisers of the European Water Polo 

Championships for men, which is scheduled to take place in Belgrade from January 10-25, 
2026. 

 

• AQUATICS SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY - SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATION 
o European Aquatics Junior Swimming Championships – 1–6 July, Samorin (SVK) 
o U16 Men Water Polo Championships Division Elite – 7–13 July, Istanbul (TUR) 
o U16 Men Water Polo Championships Division I – 7–13 July, Ljubljana (SLO) 
o Open Water Swimming Cup – Leg 3 – 25 July, Paris (FRA) 

 

• ACADEMY 

o Coaches Clinics during all major events. For full details please visit clicking here 

European Aquatics is published at the end of each calendar month. For more information contact 
media@europeanaquatics.org 

 

https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-announces-full-details-of-clinics-at-junior-competitions/

