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WORLD AQUATICS WATERPOLO COMPETITION RULES  

TIE BREAKING RULES 

 

General 

All matches shall be played in accordance with the World Aquatics’ current Competition Rules. Variations 
on a technical level are possible. 
Each game must have a winner. If a game ends with a tie in regular time, the teams must go into a penalty 
shoot-out according to the Rules. 
 

The matches shall be scored as follows: 

a) win in regular time = 3 points 
b) win after penalty shootout = 2 points 
c) loss after penalty shootout = 1 point 
d) loss in regular = 0 point 
Teams’ rankings are obtained by adding up the number of points won. 
 

Tie Breaking Rules, Group phase or Round Robin Tournaments:  

If two (2) teams shall have equal points, further classification shall be established as follows: 

a) The team winning the game between them (including penalty shoot-out if any) shall be placed 
higher. 

b) If there is more than one tie in a group, the highest placed tie shall be determined first. 
 

If three (3) or more teams shall have equal points, further classification shall be established as follows: 
The results among the tied teams shall determine which team is placed higher. 
 
The comparison shall be made: 

a) first, upon the points of the games among the tied teams. 
b) second, the goal difference (excluding the goals from penalty shoot-out) among the tied teams, 
c) third, based upon goals scored among tied teams. 
d) If still tied, the games played against the highest placed team (or teams, if tied, the team or teams 

not involved in the tie) shall be considered.  
e) The first comparison shall be based on goal difference, and if still tied, then based on goals scored. 
f) If still tied, the results against the next highest placed team (or teams, if tied) shall be used in 

succession until all results have been considered. 
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g) If still tied, and there is no practical manner to determine the ranking, the final classification 
between the teams in the tie shall be decided by coin-toss. 

h) If there is more than one tie in a group, the highest placed tie shall be determined first. 

For the purpose of calculating either goal difference or goals scored, the goals in any penalty shoot-out will 
notbe taken into consideration. 
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