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 Your March Newsletter 
This month’s European Aquatics newsletter covers important 

progress with the Strategic Plan, ASR’s workstream, competition 
preparations and the continued development of our clinics. 

  
 

 

 
THE MAIN STORY 

The number of signatories for the DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) Statement has 
increased to 23, showcasing growing support for diversity initiatives within European Aquatics 
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Sport Topics 
 
This section provides details on site visits for this summer’s competitions, as well as updates on 
organisation for major events, and information on the progress of the Water Polo Referee’s School. 

General Aquatics 
 

• Site visits for the competitions below 
took place: 
 
Open Water Elite – Stari Grad, 2-4 March 
Junior Diving – Athens, 11-13 March 
Junior Open Water – Setubal and Open 
Water Cup – Barcelona, 25-27 February 
 

 
 

• The information bulletin for the European 
Aquatics Artistic Swimming Championships has 
been sent to national federations, with 
European Aquatics Diving and Open Water 
Swimming Championships to follow shortly. 

 

Water Polo 
 

• Site visits took place in Ljubljana, Rio 
Maior and Istanbul where meetings were 
held with the Local Organising 
Committee regarding the EWPC U16 
and U18. A site visit was also held in 
Belgrade ahead of the 2026 Elite EWPC 

 
• Organisation with Malta has already 

begun for the Champions League Final 
Four 
 

• The final matches in the various cups 
are coming soon, and all operational 
commitments are being met.  
 

• The Referee’s School, which will be held 
in Istanbul, with a record number of 45 
referees attending, is being worked on – 
as is the first EA Development Camp, 
which will take place in June in Kranevo, 
Bulgaria. More here. 
 

 

 
 

• A site visit in Oradea took place at the end of 
March ahead of the EWPC U18 Men. 

 
• The Final Four Challenger Cup for women took 

place in Istanbul and was widely praised. 
 

https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-announces-2025-water-polo-development-camp/
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Governance, Organisation and President topics 
 

This section provides updates from the President’s engagements, as well as progress made on the 
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) and European Aquatics Academy (EAA) workstreams. 

European Aquatics Academy 
 

• The European Aquatics Basic Course 2025 for 
Diving Officials (Level 1) was announced to take 
place in two parts. The online course will take 
place on 26th April, with the on site course from 
30th April – 2nd May in Bergen. Details found 
below: 
 
https://www.eaacademy.eu/lms/courses/ea-
diving-officials-school-2025 
 
  

 
 

• The EA Diving Officials Clinic | Educational 
Course took place on 1st & 2nd March, with 63 
participants.  
 

• EAA is finishing the recognition process of 
the Coaches Certification from the National 
Federations. 

Aquatics Social Responsibility 
 

• European Aquatics has successfully completed 
the submission of several projects as an 
associated partner. For the full list, please see 
the “Further Updates” section. 
 

• A productive meeting was held with the 
Commissioner in Brussels to present the Swim 
Safe Europe report. 
 

• The ASR P1 Commission meeting took place on 
19th March to finalise and approve the 
certification documents for the LTS programs. 
As of now, we have received 23 applications for 
EA program certification across Europe. 
 

• European Aquatics expressed its intention to 
sign the Manifesto for Environmentally 
Sustainable European Sport, promoted by the 
SHARE 2.0 Initiative, during the event on March 
11 titled “Information about the SHARE 2.0 
Manifesto for Environmentally Sustainable 
European Sport.” 

 
 

• EA has joined the Community for Ocean 
Preservation through Education and Sport, 
as part of the OSES project, reinforcing our 
dedication to environmental sustainability 
and ocean preservation. 

 
• Web features for International Women’s Day 

(8th March) and World Water Day (22nd 
March) went out to the public. 
 

• The number of signatories for the DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) Statement 
has increased to 23, showcasing growing 
support for diversity initiatives within 
European Aquatics. For the full list, see the 
“Further Updates” section. 
 

• Met with the Special Olympics Euro Asia on 
25th March to discuss European Aquatics – 
Special Olympics Europe Eurasia 
Partnerships and the Development Strategy 
for 2025-2028. 
 

https://www.eaacademy.eu/lms/courses/ea-diving-officials-school-2025
https://www.eaacademy.eu/lms/courses/ea-diving-officials-school-2025
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President Updates 
 

Officers made several key trips in March including: 
 

• Meetings with the new Presidents of member 
federations in Luxembourg and Germany. 

 
• 5 March, Brussels: Meeting with Geln Micallef, 

Commissioner of Education, Youth and Sports, 
European Union 
 

• 8-9 March, Apeldoorn: European Indoor 
Athletics Championships, Meeting with 
European Athletics 

 
• 13-15 March, Antalya: Officers and Bureau 

meetings 
 

• 17 March, Budapest: Meeting with World 
Aquatics, continental support programme 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

• Meeting with leaders of Special Olympics. 
 

• Meeting with leaders of World Para 
Swimming. 

 
• 21 March, Geneva: Meeting with Integrity 

officer AQUA with Noam Zvi, Marc Cavalieri 
 

• 21 March, Frankfurt: Meeting with Jan 
Poomer, CEO of DSV, Germany 

 
• 22 March, Luxemburg: Meeting with Claude 

Waltzin, President Luxemburg Aquatics, Bob 
Ulveling, GS and Barry Black, Treasurer 

 
• 25 March, Rome: Meeting with Matteo Sechi, 

Euro Asia Special Olympics Director to 
finalise MoU 

 
• 27 March, Madrid: Meeting with federation 

president Fernando Carpena, Events and 
Strategic Planning 

 
• 28-29  March, Budapest: Meeting EPAM, 

Digital Transformation 
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Corporate News 

• The two-day European Aquatics Bureau meeting in the Turkish resort of Antalya was highlighted by 
the presentation of strategic plans for individual aquatics disciplines – swimming, artistic 
swimming, masters, high diving, open water and high diving. There was also an extensive water 
polo presentation made by Matzaj Rakovec, Secretary of the Water Polo Committee, with the help 
of Aida Sehic and Renato Zivkovic. The EA Technical Committee came together to present and 
discuss individual plans. More information is available at:  https://europeanaquatics.org/individual-
sports-shape-future-of-european-aquatics-at-bureau-meeting-in-antalya/ 

 

• An ambitious European Aquatics Action Plan for 2025, as well as the budget, was reviewed and 
approved at the Bureau meeting in Antalya, Turkiye which concluded earlier this month. Following 
the previous day’s strategic plan presentations by individual sports, General Secretary Noam Zwi 
guided attendees through a busy agenda. EA President Antonio Silva updated his colleagues on the 
widespread progress already made within the overall Strategic Plan, which was approved by the 
Bureau at the same venue last March. “Section by section, our ambitious transformation is taking 
shape,” President Silva commented. More information can be found at: 
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-bureau-meeting-in-antalya-approves-2025-
actions-within-transformational-strategic-plan/ 

 
• European Aquatics is proud to mark the completion of the first year of its Strategic Plan 2024-2030, 

showcasing significant progress across all key pillars. The achievements of Year 1 underline the 
importance of a structured Action Plan with clear objectives, ensuring tangible results for the 
aquatics community. A newly released Executive Summary provides a detailed overview of these 
accomplishments, featuring key figures and visual insights that highlight the collective efforts of the 
EA Bureau, Committees, Office, and our member federations. More information can be found at: 
https://europeanaquatics.org/year-1-of-european-aquatics-strategic-plan-highlights-strong-
progress-and-the-power-of-a-clear-action-plan/ 

 

• European Aquatics has received the Bronze Certification for its governance following a three-year 
process of assessment by the Sport Integrity Global Alliance (SIGA). This milestone achievement 
was officially announced at the weekend’s EA Bureau meeting in the Turkish resort of Antalya by 
Emanuel Macedo de Medeiros, SIGA’s Global CEO. The certification process by the SIGA 
Independent Rating and Verification System (SIRVS) was instigated in 2022, the year Antonio Silva 
was elected as EA President. More information can be found at: 
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-earns-landmark-bronze-certification-from-siga-
after-three-year-governance-assessment/ 

 
 

 

 

https://europeanaquatics.org/individual-sports-shape-future-of-european-aquatics-at-bureau-meeting-in-antalya/
https://europeanaquatics.org/individual-sports-shape-future-of-european-aquatics-at-bureau-meeting-in-antalya/
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-bureau-meeting-in-antalya-approves-2025-actions-within-transformational-strategic-plan/
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-bureau-meeting-in-antalya-approves-2025-actions-within-transformational-strategic-plan/
https://europeanaquatics.org/year-1-of-european-aquatics-strategic-plan-highlights-strong-progress-and-the-power-of-a-clear-action-plan/
https://europeanaquatics.org/year-1-of-european-aquatics-strategic-plan-highlights-strong-progress-and-the-power-of-a-clear-action-plan/
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-earns-landmark-bronze-certification-from-siga-after-three-year-governance-assessment/
https://europeanaquatics.org/european-aquatics-earns-landmark-bronze-certification-from-siga-after-three-year-governance-assessment/
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Further Updates 

This section contains more information about the above entries, as well as a look ahead to next month’s 
activity.  

 
 

Further Organisational Updates 
 

Aquatics Social Responsibility 
• European Funding Erasmus+ Projects: European Aquatics (EA) has successfully completed 

the submission of several projects as an associated partner, including Athlete2Career, 
AquaSafe Kids (ASAMALTA), Get & Stay Into Sports Internship Program (CRO WP), The Sport 
Transparency Index (SIGA), and The Gender Equity in Sport Index (SIGA). 
 

• DEI Statement Signatories: 
 

Royal Spanish 
Swimming 
Federation 

Czech 
Aquatics 

Swim Ireland Sweden 
Aquatics 

LAT – Letonia Estonian 
Swimming 
Federation 

Malta 
Association 

Swimming 
Federation of 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Israel 
Swimming 
Association 

Kosovo 
Swimming 
Federation 

Swiss 
Swimming 
Federation 
(Swiss 
Aquatics) 

Croatian 
Swimming 
Federation 

Synchronised 
Swimming 
Federation of 
Serbia 

German 
Swimming 
Federation 

Austrian 
Swimming 
Federation 

French 
Swimming 
Federation 

Portuguese 
Swimming 
Federation 

Danish 
Swimming 
Federation 

Aquatics GB Italian 
Swimming 
Federation 

Royal Belgium 
Swimming 
Federation 

Royal Dutch 
Swimming 
Federation 

Faroe Islands 
Aquatics 
Federation 
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Coming up in April 
 

General aquatics:  
• European Sports Forum in Krakow 9-11 April 
• A meeting of the Technical Medical Committee will take place in Bucharest, Romania from 11th – 13th 

April.  
 
Water polo: 

• Site visits, especially for the Malta Final Four, will take place.  
 

• The finals of the Women’s Euro Cup and Men’s Challenger Cup will both take place in Amsterdam on 
5th and 26th April respectively.  

 
 
European Aquatics Academy 

• European Aquatics Basic Course 2025 for Diving Officials Level 1. This course will be organized in 
two partes (1st Part/Online course – 26th of April 2025; and for 2nd/Onsite course – 30th April – 2nd 
May 2025 in Bergen). https://www.eaacademy.eu/lms/courses/ea-diving-officials-school-2025 
 

The European Aquatics Newsletter is following a monthly schedule with the next edition to be 
distributed at the end of April 2025. 

Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to: 
media@europeanaquatics.org 

 
 

 

https://www.eaacademy.eu/lms/courses/ea-diving-officials-school-2025
mailto:media@europeanaquatics.org

