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Your February Newsletter

This month’s European Aquatics newsletter covers important
progress with clinics, updates on preparations for this summer’s
competitions, activities from the office, and more.

~UROPEAN

AQUATICS.

THE MAIN STORY

Several European Championship competitions have been announced, with dates and venues
now confirmed.
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Sport Topics

This section provides further details on this summer’s European Championship competitions, water
polo competition updates, and details of certain clinics.

General Aquatics

Copyright © 2024 CH 1260 Nyon
European Aquatics SWITZERLAND.

The Artistic Swimming Championships will
be held in Funchal, Portugal, from 2" — 5™
June.

Stari Grad will host the 2025 Open Water
Swimming Championships, from 28" — 31
May.

Numerous site visits were held. For a full list,
see the “further updates” section.

Information bulletins for several events have
been published. See the “further updates”
section for more details.

Lublin, Poland, has been confirmed as the
host city of the 2025 European Short Course
Swimming Championships from 2n — 7t
December.

Water Polo

The Final Four Challenger Cup Women took
place in Istanbul on 22nd & 23rd February.

Initial team meetings have been held in
preperation for the U16 and U18 men’s and
women’s championships, with site visits also
being planned.

A site visit for the new EAWP development
camp project took place. It will be a big step
forward in the development plan for all
stakeholders.

The EA WP referee’s school was announced

on 18th February. More information can be
found in the “further updates” section (EAA).
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Diving (online) and swimming (Poland)
Technical Committee meetings were held,
marking the completion of the Technical
Committees’ essential & strategic annual
meetings (EAA).

The organisation of future competitions has
begun, with preparations for the
Champions League Final Four in Malta in
full swing.
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Governance, Organisation and President topics

This section provides updates from the President’s engagements, as well as progress made on the
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) and European Aquatics Academy (EAA) workstreams.

European Aquatics Academy

EAA are opening a call for “research,
development, and innovation grants”, with the
main aim of the scheme being to have an
impact on the European Aquatics community.

Meeting with the sub-commissions of the
Athletes, Coaches and Officials took place to
analyse the 2024 activity and prepare the
2025 plan.

Aquatics Social Responsibility
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Sport-T Index: 48 evaluation reports were sent
to NFs, with 15 users enrolled on the course.
The deadline for completion is the end of
April.

A follow-up and direct approach for ASR was
implemented in February with LOCs, resulting
in positive feedback and responses to our
sustainability charter and measures for
making aquatic events more environmentally
friendly. National Federations and LOCs are
actively participating, showing their
commitment to making small changes for a
big impact.

9, rue de la Morache
CH 1260 Nyon
SWITZERLAND.

Tel +41 22 552 99 99
Fax+41 22 552 99 891

The first edition of the EA media webinar for
athletes took place on 5" February, with 182
registered participants. More information can
be found in the “further updates” section.

UROPEAN
AQUATICS

UROPEAN
ASUATICS

UROPEAN
AQUATICS

UROPEAN
AQUATICS

A kick-off consortium meeting for the aqua
safe kids project was held on Friday, 14
February. More information can be found in the
“further updates” section.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was
established between EA and leading to the
establishment of an MoU between European
Aquatics and the Fondazione Collodi for the
Swim Safe Europe initiative, with support from
EPSI.
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President Updates e 24" _25M: | gunched corporate health and
wellbeing programme called “let’s swim
e 4™ Met with new sports assistant, Belle. together”, in Budapest. More information can
More information about Belle can be found be found in the “further updates” section.

in the “further updates” section.

e 6" -8™M Meetings in Belgrade for Swim Safe
Europe and the men’s water polo
championships for 2026.

e 15" _-16": Copa del Reyin Barcelona, and
discussions about 2025 women’s water polo
championships.

e 20" -21%: Met with TSC and Minister for Sport
and Tourism for Poland, Stawomir Nitras.

e 22"_23": Took part in the swimming
officials clinic in Warsaw. e 26" Réception en 'honneur de M. Thomas

Bach, Président du CIO, in Lausanne.

e 27™:Visit to Nyon office.
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Further Updates

This section contains more information about the above entries, as well as a look ahead to next month’s
activity.

Further Sport Updates:

General aquatics

e Site visits: Paris (FRA) for 2026 European Aquatics Championships & 2025 OWS Cup; Samorin
(SVK) for 2025 European Aquatics Junior and U23 Swimming Championships ; Stari Grad
(CRO) for 2025 European Aguatics Open Water Swimming Championships ; Setubal (POR) for 2025
European Aquatics Junior Open Water Swimming Championships & OWS Cup;
Barcelona (ESP) for 2025 European Aquatics Open Water Swimming Cup Leg

e Information bulletins sentto NFs: 2025 European Aquatics OWS Cup Leg 1 (Protaras, Cyprus);
2025 European Aquatics Junior and U23 Swimming Championships (Samorin, Slovakia) ; 2025
European Aquatics Artistic Swimming & Diving championships (Athens, Greece)

Water polo:

e Referee’s school: The whole package of information’s related to the School is shared with all EA
member federations. This edition of the EA WP Referees Schoolis part of EA Strategic plan 2024-
2030 as well as Action plan for 2025. The School will be organized in two courses. The First Course
will be organized online, on the EA Education Platform, on 10" May 2025. The Second course will be
organized onsite in Istanbul (Turkiye) on period 22" — 25" May 2025.

e QOrganisation of this School belongs to EA Academy and Lecturers are: Mr. Andy Hoepelman (EA
DRC Chairman), Ms. Stavroula Kozompoli (EA DRC Member, WA TWPC Secretary), Mr. Boris Margeta
(WWR President, WA/EA WP Referee) and Dejan Perisic (EA WPTO Manager).

e All Referees which successfully complete both Courses of the School will achieve Basic
Certification status. All details of the School can be found on dedicated area on EA Academy
platform.

Further Organisational Updates

European Aquatics Academy

e Media webinar for athletes: This webinar marked the first in a planned series aimed at supporting
athletes in enhancing their media presence, including effective engagement on social media,
interviews, and television appearances. Additionally, we aimed to provide insights into transitioning
to careers in the media sector post-athletic career.
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Aquatics Social Responsibility

e Aqua safe kids: The past few weeks have focused on the project's evolution, work packages, and
tasks for each partner as we approach the final submission deadline. The project, promoted by
European Aguatics, will be led by the Aquatic Sports Association of Malta, with associated partners
such as the Hungarian Swimming Federation, Sports Malta, Austrian Swimming Federation,
Croatian Swimming Federation, Estonian Swimming Federation, Czech Aquatics, Slovakian
Swimming Federation, Georgian Swimming Federation, and the University of Zagreb. EPAM is the
development company, and ONESCO will support project management.

President

e |et’'s swim together: The projectis a partnership between EPAM and EA. Launching as a pilot
program in EPAM Hungary, the initiative aims to immerse EPAM staff in aquatic sports. The first
phase will see EA and the Hungarian Swimming Federation offer training programmes to EPAM
Hungary employees, along with being provided EPAM-branded swim caps. Based on the results of
the pilot program, European Aquatics and EPAM plan to expand the initiative throughout the EU
region.

Office Updates

e Sports assistant: Belle Martin Leon has been recruited as the
new sports assistant at European Aquatics. Originally from
Barcelona, she’s a former artistic swimmer and coach at Club
Natacio¢ Kallipolis. An avid outdoor and open water enthusiast,
she enjoys a variety of sports beyond aquatics, including
surfing, running, skiing and hiking. Belén holds a double degree
in Law and Public Administration from the University of
Barcelona and is a lawyer specialising in sports. Over the past
four years, she has worked with World Aquatics and at the 2024
Paris Olympic Games. She has also served as Project Manager
and Federation Services Manager at Hurricane, a company
specialising in extreme sports that collaborates with the |IOC
and international federations. Additionally, Belén has
contributed to various sports development initiatives, including
ENGSO Youth’s sports and human rights projects and three
editions of the Young Sports Makers program at the Global
Sports Week.

Coming up in March

General aquatics:
Online Diving Officials Clinic planned on 1%t & 2" March
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Water polo:

e The organisation of the entire series of finals of club competitions and the preparation of site visits
for our most important competitions continues.

e Special attention should be paid to the draw for the qualification tournaments for EWPC 2026 (men

and women). Qualifications for women will be June 6" — 8" June, with the men’s from 9" — 11" June
2025. The draw will be on 3 March.

European Aquatics Academy

e EA Diving Officials Clinic | Educational Course. 15— 2" March 2025. Online on the EAA platform.
Aquatics Social Responsibility

e Submission of the Aqua Safe Kids project and hoping for Erasmus+ funding approval.

e Signing of the MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING between European Aquatics and Fondazione
Nazionale Carlo Collodi, with the creation of a working group to kickstart activities.

The European Aquatics Newsletter is following a monthly schedule with the next edition to be
distributed at the end of March 2025.

Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to:
media@europeanaquatics.org

i EUR(O)VISION
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