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 Your January Newsletter 
This month’s European Aquatics newsletter covers water polo 
developments, preparations for this summer’s competitions, 

updates from the organisation, and more. 
  
 

 

 
THE MAIN STORY 

Several key clinics and courses have been delivered in January – preparing officials, coaches 
and other roles for a big year of aquatic sport. 
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Sport Topics 
 
This section provides an update on preparations for our 2025 and 2026 aquatics events, water polo 
competition updates, and details of certain clinics. 

General Aquatics 
 

• The key requirements for 2026 European 
Aquatics events have been sent to national 
federations. 

 
• The information bulletin for the first leg of the 

Open Water Cup has been sent to national 
federations. 

 
 

• The artistic swimming (Pontevedra) and 
masters (online) clinics took place. 
 

• The first site visits for 2025 European 
Aquatics events took place. 
 

Water Polo 
 

• An important meeting was held on 9th 
January in Otopeni with World Aquatics 
representatives regarding the competition 
calendar and new rules for the sport. 
Representatives can be found in the “further 
updates” section. 

 
• A further meeting was held the following day 

of the European Aquatics Water Polo Bureau 
Liasons Committee. The Technial Water Polo 
Committee and other members further 
discussed the calendar, new competition 
system, 2026 & 2028 championships, 
development programs and camps, as well 
as the future of beach water polo and 
aquatics social responsibility. 

 
 

• The first meetings of the organising 
committees for the U16 and U18 European 
Championships took place, as well as 
preparations continuing for the Champions 
League Final Four competition. 
Organisation for club competitions is also 
ongoing. 
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Governance, Organisation and President topics 
 

This section provides updates from the President’s engagements, as well as progress made on the 
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) and European Aquatics Academy (EAA) workstreams. 

European Aquatics Academy 
• The new education platform for the 

development of coaches, athletes, officials 
and managers has been launched at 
https://www.eaacademy.eu 

 
• EAA would like to acknowledge the excellent 

organisation by the TOWC of the recent 
swimming officials clinic, with 58 participants 
attending. 

 

 
• An Advanced Certification Course for Water 

Polo Referees took place on the EAA platform 
on 23rd January 2025. It was addressed to A+ 
and A category referees. 
 

• The first edition of the European Aquatics 
Media Webinar for Athletes was announced. 
More details can be found in the “further 
updates” section. 

Aquatics Social Responsibility 
• All 48 evaluation reports for the sport-t index 

have been completed and sent to National 
Federations, encouraging them to participate 
in a free course to enhance transparency and 
integrity within their organisations. 
 

• A not-for-profit European sports events 
meeting was held on 9th January with Stefano 
Masala, founder of SportER Academy, which 
was focused on requesting patronage and 
discussing the project in more detail. The 
initiative aims to promote social inclusion 
through sports, with a particular emphasis on 
teaching swimming and enhancing aquatic 
skills for vulnerable children. 

 
• European Aquatics and the Collodi 

Foundation, with support from EPSI, are 
partnering to promote water safety by merging 
sports, education, and cultural heritage 
through Swim Safe Europe, inspired by 
Pinocchio’s aquatic adventures. This was 
finalised at a meeting with Pier Francesco 
Bernacchi on 21st & 22nd January. 
 

• To raise environmental awareness, European 
Aquatics will donate funds to plant 24 trees for 
each Athlete of the Year, with this initiative 
highlighted in the crystal plaques, e-cards, and 
certificates awarded to them. 
 

https://www.eaacademy.eu/
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Further Updates 

This section contains more information about the above entries, as well as a look ahead to next month’s 
activity.  

 
Further Sport Updates: 

 
Water polo:  
Attendees for Otopeni meeting: Antonio (President); Kyriakos, Fernando and Milos (bureau liaisons); 
Udovicic and Madaras (Bureau members); Bukic and Molnar (respective TWPC Chair and Vice-
Chairs), Renato Zivkovic, and World Aquatics Sport Manager Gabor Karpati.  
 

Coming up in February: 
 

General aquatics:  
Diving technical committee to be held online; technical swimming committee meeting to be held in 
Warsaw; further site visits for 2025 events. 
 
Water polo: 
The focus will be on the organisation of several competitions, including the U16 & U18 men’s and 
women’s competitions, but also the Challenger Cup.  
 
The Women’s Final Four will also be held on 22nd-23rd February in Istanbul. The draw for the latter 
stages of the men’s Euro Cup will also be made.  
 
 
 
 

President Updates 
• Attended the Sport Malta Conference on 10th 

& 11th January to talk Swim Safe Europe. 
 

• Met with the Sports and Tourism Minster of 
Slovakia from 12th-14th January. 
 

• Met with International Ice Swimming from 16th 
– 18th January in Molveno, Italy 
 

• Met with Flurida Pools on 30th January 
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European Aquatics Academy:  
 
The European Aquatics Media Webinar for Athletes will take place on Wednesday 5th February. This 
webinar marks the first in a planned series aimed at supporting athletes in enhancing their media 
presence, including effective engagement on social media, interviews, and television appearances. 
Additionally, we aim to provide insights into transitioning to careers in the media sector post-athletic 
career.  
 
A swimming officials clinic will be held in Warsaw, Poland from 21st-23rd February. World Aquatics 
certified swimming officials must attend to officiate at European Aquatics events in 2025. 
 
Aquatics Social Responsibility:  
 
Discussion with David Kozlowski on potential collaboration in the ECOTHLON project, an initiative 
connecting outdoor sports with environmental education. With our expertise in open water 
swimming, European Aquatics aims to explore ways to contribute to the project’s objectives. 
 
Discussion with Marko Erak from the Croatian Water Polo Federation on the development of an 
internship program for former athletes and sports enthusiasts seeking careers in sports 
administration. The project aims to secure funding and create educational resources to support 
sports organisations in implementing structured internship programs. European Aquatics, 
alongside the Croatian Water Polo Federation, RFEN, and Bayer Leverkusen, will discuss an 
eventual collaboration on the project proposal. 
 
President: 

 
Meeting with Serbia Swimming Federation and Government on 6th – 7th February. 
 
Meeting with EPAM on 8th February. 
 
Meeting Real FEN in Barcelona on 15th & 16th February. 
 
Technical Swimming Committee meeting and Polish Swimming Federation Meeting in Warsaw from 
20th – 23rd February. 
 
Corporate health and wellbeing project with EPAM in Budapest on 25th February. 
 
SIGA Awards in Nyon on 27th February. 
 
General Congress of European Olympic Committee in Frankfurt on 28th February and 1st March. 

The European Aquatics Newsletter is following a monthly schedule with the next edition to be 
distributed at the end of February 2025. 
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Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to: 
media@len.eu 

 

 

mailto:media@len.eu

