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 Your November Newsletter 
This month’s European Aquatics newsletter covers aquatics 

updates, progress with water polo competitions, developments 
from European Aquatics Academy and Aquatics Social 

Responsibility, and activities from the President. 
  
 

 

 
THE MAIN STORY 

Progress with the 2025 events preparations has begun, with site visits and venues confirmed 
for a range of aquatic sports. 
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Sport Topics 
 
This section provides an update on preparations for our 2025 aquatics events, Athlete of the Year 
nominations, and water polo competition progress. 

 

General Aquatics 
 

• The legs for the 2025 Open Water Cup have 
been revealed as Cyprus, Portugal, France, 
Spain, and Croatia. For more information, 
check our the “Further Updates” page at the 
bottom of this newsletter. 
 

• The first site visits for 2025 European 
Aquatics events have begun. European 
Aquatics’ Sporting Director visited Cyprus 
(Open Water Cup) and Slovakia (U23 and 
Junior Swimming) 
 

• The selection process for Athlete of the Year 
has begun. 

• The Sports Department made their first site 
visit in Paris, it went well with good 
collaboration from LOC. General 
discussions were had regarding overall 
coordination and Artistic Swimming, Diving 
and Water Polo Olympic venues were 
visited. 

 
 
 

Water Polo 
 

• We are working on defining all the details 
with the Champions League clubs regarding 
the improvement of TV broadcasts, as well as 
with the Euro Cup teams regarding the 
quality of streaming and branding so that the 
finals of these competitions are optimally 
organised. 
 

• More information can be found in the 
“Further Updates” section at the bottom of 
this newsletter. 

 

 
 

• The Liaison Bureau and TWPC – Zagreb 
met on 25/26.11.2024, where a large 
number of items important for the 
development of water polo were 
discussed, as well as the calendar for the 
next season. Additionally, the new VAR 
system was tested during the official 
tournament in Zagreb (Croatian National 
Cup for men and women with professional 
TV broadcast). 
 

• The deadline for federation applications for 
the 2025 U16 and U18 EWPC expired on 
November 29, 2024, so that we will know 
exactly how many federations will 
participate in the next EWPC 2025 U16 and 
U18 (Division Elite and Division I) 
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Governance, Organisation and President topics 
 

This section provides updates from the President’s engagements, as well as progress made on the 
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) and European Aquatics Academy (EAA) workstreams. 

European Aquatics Academy 
• Lab certification: EAA have finished the 

design and set-up the procedures to do the 
accreditation of organisations offering sport 
science & high-performance services to EA 
stakeholders.  A list of certified labs can be 
found in the “Further Updates” section at the 
bottom of this newsletter. 
 

• Officials: EUROPEAN AQUATICS CLINICS 
ARTISTIC SWIMMING 2024. Tavira, Portugal. 
November 1st – 3rd 2025. EAA would like to 
acknowledge the excellent organisation of the 
Portuguese Swimming Federation and the 
cooperation of the TASC, giving all the support 
for the success of this Clinic. 232 participants 
(officials, coaches, athletes) attended the 
Clinic, in person (65) and following online 
(167).  

 
• Athletes: A call has been launched for 

National Federations to apply indicating their 
interest in joining us in the Erasmus+ Sports 
Cooperation Partnerships funding candidature 
under the topic of mental health issues and 
transition to labour market. 
 

• Coaches: European Aquatics opened the call 
for National Federations to request the 
certification and recognition of Coaches’ 
courses for all Aquatic Disciplines. This 
process follows on a consultation process with 
all National Federations regarding the process 
of certification and accreditation of coaches 
and after consulting the Technical 
Committees.  
 

Aquatics Social Responsibility 
• A  meeting was had with National Federations 

on European Aquatics development. For more 
information, head to the “Further Updates” 
section at the bottom of this newsletter. 

 
• Regarding the goals of ASR Principle 3, the 

ASR officially initiated a closer and more 
direct collaboration with the Local Organising 
Committees (LOCs) through a 
communication sent on November 18. This 
communication reinforced the call to begin 
the certification process and implement 
sustainable measures for the 2025 events. 
 

• The “Further Updates” section contains a list 
of ASR participation in key events. 

 
• EA accepted the request for patronage support 

and collaboration for the Erasmus+ project by 
SportER Academy, aimed at promoting social 
inclusion, healthy lifestyles, and personal 
development through sport, with a particular 
focus on vulnerable communities. 

 
• EA responded positively to the invitation to 

participate in the Sports for Nature "Call for 
Expression of Interest" to test the "Mapping 
Relationship with Nature" guide. This initiative 
allows up to 10 interested signatories (one per 
organisation) to contribute to refining the 
guide, use the mapping exercise results in their 
work, and share good practice examples. The 
exercise is particularly beneficial for 
signatories new to working on nature-related 
initiatives. 
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Further Updates 

This section contains more information about the Aquatics Social Responsibility workstream.  
• 2025 Open Water Cup Venues: 

 
Cyprus: Organising again after few years’ hiatus 
 
Portugal: a newcomer to the calendar 
 
France: Keep an eye out for an exciting twist to proceedings! 
 
Spain: The Classic Barcelona leg 
 
Razanac: After a well-attended edition last year, they want to consolidate and improve for the future. 
 
 

• Water Polo 
In November, we had two draws for European club competitions for men and women. 
During November, we had a large number of very interesting matches in six different European club 
competitions. 
 
All matches of the Women's Challenger Cup four qualifying tournaments, as well as the Women's 
Champions League and the Euro Cup were very interesting and well organised. 
  
 

President Updates 
• The Sports Transparency Index analysis of 52 

National Federations to prepare for the 
training package will begin in January 2025. 

 
• Met with the Hungarian Swimming Federation 

on 19th November to discuss cooperation 
projects and agency for development and 
innovation of aquatics in Europe. Also met 
with National Federations on 20th November 
regarding development programs.  
 

• See the “Further Updates” section for a full 
list of President meetings/trips. 

 

• Meetings have taken place with applicants for 
the next European Aquatics HQ. Serbia’s 
meeting took place on 25th November and 
Netherlands on 28th October. 
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The Men's Challenger Cup lived up to all expectations and we entered the final phase where teams 
play in a home-away competition system. 
  
 
The Champions League and the Euro Cup brought us a large number of fantastic matches and we 
are looking forward to the rest of the season. 
 

• Development: ASR/EAA National Federations meeting 
 
This was an online meeting with 47 participants.  
 
Focus Areas: Overview of key European Aquatics initiatives, particularly Aquatic Social 
Responsibility (ASR) and the European Aquatic Academy (EAA). 
 
Key initiatives included: 
 
Recognition of national coach certifications. 
 
Certification of national "Learn to Swim" initiatives. 
 
Development projects to apply for Erasmus+ Sports Cooperation Partnerships funding. 
 
Launch of the "Sport for Nature" initiative. 
 
Follow-up from the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion conference. 

 
 

• ASR Participation in key events 
 
· Special Olympics Environmental Sustainability Impact Webinar: Presentation of final project 
results (21 Nov). 
 
· Special Competence Seminar: Organized by the EOC EU Office Team (13/14 Nov). 
 
· Acting Green Forum (20 Nov.) 
 
· Reducing sport organisations' carbon footprint with the OCEAN Tools Webinar_ OCEAN Project (26 
Nov.) 
 

• Officers appointments  
 
1st – 3rd November: AJS + Josip, World Cup, Singapore: Aqua/European Aquatics meetings 
8th November: Annual awards Swim Ireland 
9th November: Ireland Olympic Committee annual gala, meeting with EOC President Spyros 
Capralos, about 2027 European Games; 
25th – 26th November: Zagreb - technical WP commission meeting 
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27th – 28th November: Budapest - meeting with Hungarian Swimming federation and EPAM: Road 
map for digitalisation of EA.  
 

• Certified Labs 
 

 

The European Aquatics Newsletter is following a monthly schedule with the next edition to be 
distributed at the end of December 2024. 

Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to: 
media@len.eu 
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