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AGENDA 1. Recognition of national coach certifications

2. Certification of national Learn to Swim initiatives

3. Development projects seeking cooperation to apply for Erasmus+ Sports = 
Cooperation Partnerships funding

4. Sport for Nature initiative

5. Follow up from the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion conference

6. Others
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INTRODUCTION  Overview of European Aquatics Development Initiatives

 Purpose of the meeting and key goals - Agenda



Recognition of national coach 
certifications

20th November 2024European Aquatics Development Programs Meeting 



Vision

1. Set the referential content of each certification level according to target stakeholders 
(officials; coaches; athletes, Sports managers).

2. Provide certification courses in line with EA refence levels and WA standards.

3. Deliver an education platform to comprise all the actions.

4. Deliver short courses (e.g., microcredentials, clinics, roundtables) as integral components 
of lifelong learning.

5. Foster twinning initiatives between more and less developed countries.

6. Empower the education, development and grooming of underrepresented demographics.

7. Promote research, development, and innovation within the field of aquatic sports.

A visionary hub driven by innovation for the education and development of the European Aquatics
community, actively supporting and nurturing them toward their full potential.

Goals

European Aquatics Academy
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TARGET 1:
Coaches

EDUCATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

 Contents and rational of 
the coaches’ courses in 
tandem to WA guidelines 
and following TC remarks

 Lifelong learning 
initiatives (e.g. Clinics)

 e-learning platform 
(education & 
development contents 
available to EA 
community)

TARGET 3:
Athletes

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
AND WELL-BEING

 Education initiatives in 
different fields (Mental 
Health, Transition to labour 
market, Media & 
Communication; Business 
plan)

 ERASMUS+ Project Mental 
Health/Transition to Labour 
Market

TARGET 2:
Officials

CERTIFICATION AND 
TRAINING

 Contents and rational of 
the officials’ courses in 
tandem to WA guidelines 
and following TC remarks

 Lifelong learning and  
initiatives (e.g. Clinics)

 Registration of officials 
across Europe

TARGET 4:
NF Managers

EDUCATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

 Promote diversity, 
equality and inclusion

 Lifelong learning and  
initiatives (e.g. Education 
courses, …)

European Aquatics Academy
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Certification and Accreditation of Coaches’ Education

Recognition of prior certification/education:

Recognition of Prior Award (RPA) is the recognition of a formal award for the purposes of achieving another formal 
award or recognition in other place. 

Recognition of prior learning (RPL) aims to evaluate skills and knowledge acquired beyond formal training for the
purpose of recognizing competence. 
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Certification and Accreditation of Coaches’ Education

NFs can request European Aquatics to waive the recognition exercise of their coaches by producing evidence of
having in place an education plan certified and approved by national authorities and underpinned on local legal
frameworks.

- National Federations with an educational/ legal framework for coaches ‘certification:

Interested National Federations should fill-out the certification application form, attaching the requested documentation and submit it to the EAA, by
December 31, 2024 .

- Other National Federations that do not have a recognized system of coaches’ certification in their country/NF

These National Federations should fill-out the application form to identify the major needs for the coaches’ certification according to EA guidelines
and rules, including the information regarding the number of coaches that are expected to attend the EA courses, by December 31, 2024
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RPA
Recognition of a 
format award?

YES

Is it awarded by 
an NF?

YES

List of NF 
courses certified 

by EA

Is it recognised 
by EA?

YES

Submit 
application

Certification 
outcome

EXPRESS CERTIFICATION 
TRACK

RPL
Recognition of a 

non-formal 
learning?

YES

Does it include short learning 
programs, career background, 

volunteer positions?

YES

Submit 
application

Certification 
outcome

COMPREHENSIVE 
CERTIFICATION TRACK

NO

NO

NO

Submit 
application

Certification 
outcome

NORMAL 
CERTIFICATION TRACK

RPA:
Recognition of Prior Award 

RPL:
Recognition of prior learning 

Comprehensive Certification Track
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Express Certification Track

Normal Certification Track



Certification of national Learn to 
Swim initiatives
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Certification for National Learn to Swim Programs

 Certification aims: promoting water safety and drowning
prevention

 Application process and deadline (December 31)
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Steps for Certification
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1-Complete the Application: Fill 
out the certification application 
form required documentation

2 -Submit to European Aquatics 
(EA)The application 

3 - EA Reviews the ApplicationEA 
evaluates the alignment of 
learning outcomes, workload, 
and program content

4- EA Publishes Certified 
ProgramsAn updated list of 
certified and recognized 
programs by National Federations 
is made publicly available
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Participation in development 
projects
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Concept Note for the ASK project

Goal: 

~ Develop a standardized and accessible aquatic education program for school-aged children across Europe, 

focusing on swimming competency and water safety.

Purpose: 

~ Make swimming and aquatic competence a core part of children's education.

~ Incorporate swimming into the school curriculum to foster water safety.

~ Provide children with the skills to be confident, competent, and safe in aquatic environments.

Action: Sport
Type of Project: Cooperation Partnerships
Call for Proposal: 2025

We are seeking 
partnerships 
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Concept Note for the Mental Health and 
Transition to the Labour Market 

Goal:

~ Implement mental health and career transition support for athletes with the crucial assistance of National Federations.

Purpose:

~ Dual-Career Support: Develop flexible educational and career pathways that enable athletes to juggle their sporting
commitments while pursuing education or professional development.

~ Mental Health Resources: Provide targeted mental health support aimed at reducing stress, anxiety, and burnout during
career transitions.

~ Inclusion and Diversity: Ensure tailored support for female athletes, disabled athletes, and those from disadvantaged
backgrounds, promoting equal access to opportunities and resources.

~ Sustainability: Incorporate eco-friendly practices using digital tools and sustainable behaviors, reducing travel, and limiting
paper use.

Action: Sport
Type of Project: Cooperation Partnerships
Call for Proposal: 2025

Interested participants
submit until 

30 Nov.2024.
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Sports for Nature (S4N) Framework 
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National Federations are encouraged to submit concrete initiatives 
to advance our shared sustainability goals. 

Signatory of the Sports for Nature (S4N) framework since 7 August 2024

European Aquatics emphasizes its pledge to protect and restore natural environments through sports.

Get Involved

P1 - Protect nature and 
avoid damage to natural 
habitats and species.

P2 - Restore and 
regenerate nature 
wherever possible.

P3 - Understand and 
reduce risks to nature in 
your supply chains. 

P4 - Educate and inspire 
positive action for nature 
across and beyond 
sport. 

European Aquatics' Commitment to Sustainability
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
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Following the success of the first European Aquatics DEI Conference in Belfast, 
we are committed to furthering inclusivity in aquatic sports. 

Advancing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)

Call to Action for Federations                                   Sign the European Aquatics Charter

We are compiling insights and feedback from the DEI Conference. We are compiling insights and feedback from the DEI Conference. 

Complete the feedback survey.
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Others
Let us know if you have any questions, doubts, or comments.
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www.len.eu

Thank You


