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 Your October Newsletter 
This month’s European Aquatics newsletter covers round-ups 
from our water polo competitions, updates on the President’s 
activities, and progress on European Aquatics Academy and 

Aquatics Social Responsibility. 
  
 

 

 
THE MAIN STORY 

The Men’s and Women’s Super Cup finals took place this month – with both matches 
providing high-quality water polo action to set the stage for the next season of club 
competitions. 
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Sport Topics 
 
This section provides an update on the extremely busy season for European water polo club 
competitions, including draws and title winners. 

 

Water Polo 
• Both the Men’s and Women’s Super Cup 

matches took place, with great atmosphere 
and high-quality competition as the order of 
the day! 

• Sabadell retained their women’s title as they 
beat Plebiscito Padova 19-7.-Telekom edged 
out VK Jug AO Dubrovnik in a thriller of a 
men’s final, which saw them come out on 
top 13-9.. 
 

• A VAR test was performed in the Men’s Super 
Cup game. More details can be found in the 
“further updates” section. 

 
• Most of the group stage matches for the 

Euro Cup and Champions League got 
underway in October, although the 
Women’s Euro Cup is still in qualification. 
 

• The draw for the Women’s Champions 
League and Euro Cup also took place, with 
the groups as follows: 
 
Women’s Champions League: 
 
Group A: CN Terrassa; Dunaujvaros WPC; 
Vouliagmeni NC; Astralpool CN Sabadell 
 
Group B: Polar Bears; FTC Telekom; CN 
Mataró; Antenore Plebiscito Padova 
 
Group C: Almios Nac Betsson; GZC Donk; 
Olympiacos SFP; SIS Roma 
 
Group D: CN Sant Andreu; Ekipe Orizzonte; 
BVSC Zuglo; UVSE Budapest 
 
Women’s Euro Cup Qualification: 
 
Group A: ANC Glyfada; Panionios GSS; Digi 
Eger; III. Kerületi Torna és Vívó EG; Grand 
Nancy AC 
 
Group B: ZV De Zaan; Ethnikos OFPF; EPlus 
CN Catalunya; Spandau 04; Hapoel 
Yoqneam 
 
Group C: CN Tenerife Echeyde; Pallanuoto 
Trieste; Lille UC; Rapallo Pallanuoto 
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Governance and Organisational topics 
 

This section provides updates from the President’s engagements, as well as progress made on the 
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) and European Aquatics Academy (EAA) workstreams. 

European Aquatics Academy 
• European Aquatics opened host applications 

for the next Diving Clinic, which is scheduled 
to take place from 31st January - 2nd 
February 2025. 
 

• European Aquatics Academy had a very 
positive meeting with the European Olympic 
Committees regarding the improvement of 
the draft Erasmus+ project on Dual Career 
and Transition to the Labour Market. 

 
• Pernille Blume will officially begin cooperating 

with European Aquatics (in both ASR and EAA), 
especially relating to mental health issues and 
the transition to the labour market, under the 
banner of athletes’ support. European 
Aquatics is delighted to have Pernille join us 
and welcomes her to the team. 

Aquatics Social Responsibility 
• European Aquatics recently took part in Green 

Sports Day 2024 celebrations, as a signatory 
of Sports for Nature (S4N). Find out more in 
the “further updates” section below. 
 

• The Sports Transparency Index was launched, 
led by the Sport Integrity Global Alliance 
(SIGA). The project benchmarks professional 
organisations using a universal framework of 
15 indicators focused on Transparency, Good 
Governance, and integrity. Find out more in 
the “further updates” section below. 
 

• European Aquatics featured in the Nordic 
Learn to Swim Conference 2024, hosted in 
the Faroe Islands, which proved to be a great 
opportunity for swimming instructors, 
coaches and professionals to share 
experiences and learn new skills. 

• The Learn to Swim framework, implementation 
model, certification process and concept note 
for the Erasmus+ application were approved 
on 15th October, following a meeting of the 
commission and sub-commission of Principle 
1 of ASR. 
 

• We are thrilled to announce that Swim Safe 
Europe, the brand for the European Aquatics 
Learn to Swim program, has been approved by 
the commission and officers.  Find out more in 
the “further updates” section below. 
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Further Updates 

This section contains more information about the Aquatics Social Responsibility Project.  
 

• Green Sports Day: As a committed signatory of the Sports for Nature (S4N) framework, European 
Aquatics is dedicated to protecting and restoring nature while promoting environmental action 
within sports. In alignment with the ASR Strategy and its Principle 3: Clean Environment & Water 
Saving, we propose to all National Federations a comprehensive action plan focused on four key 
areas: 
 

1. Protect Nature and Avoid Damage: Conduct environmental impact assessments and partner with 
local conservation groups to minimize our activities' impact on natural habitats. 
 

2. Restore and Regenerate Nature: Initiatives such as rewilding and native tree planting will help us 
restore ecosystems. 
 

3. Reduce Risks in Supply Chains: Assessing the supply chains and developing sustainable sourcing 
policies will enhance collective sustainability efforts. 
 

4. Educate and Inspire: develop an education plan to raise awareness of nature's importance and 
engage stakeholders in community clean-ups and nature-themed events. 

 
 

Updates from the President 
• Antonio Silva and 1st VP Josip Varvodic 

attended the Men’s Water Polo Super Cup 
final in Budapest, to witness a thrilling and 
well organised competition. 
 

• Attended the Nordic Learn to Swim 
Conference (picture and context above). 
 

• Took part in the European Aquatics HQ 
meeting with Treasurer Andida Bouma and 
members of the executive team on 22nd & 23rd 
October to discuss ongoing activities, 
evaluate 2024 and 2025 budget requirements 
and agree priority actions for the remainder of 
the year. 

 
 

 
• Met with the French Swimming Federation 

(FFN)’s Gilles and Laurent in Nice on 26th 
October. Positive discussions were had 
regarding the 2026 European Aquatics 
Championships in Paris. 
 

• Travelled to Monaco from 26th – 28th October, 
to participate in the Special Olympics 
European Swimming Meeting and to meet 
HSH Princess Charlene, a former Olympic 
swimmer. Watch more here. 
 

• Currently attending, together with 1st VP Josip 
Varvodic the Singapore stop of the Swimming 
World Cup, from 30th October – 2nd November. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/antonio-silva-736a731_specialolympics-europeanaquatics-inclusionistheway-activity-7256430803159531520-730F?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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• Sports Transparency Index: Participating organisations will benefit from external evaluations and 
training resources, enhancing their governance and transparency scores. We invite all the NF to 
become one of the Early Adopters of the Sport Transparency Index and become part of an initial 
group that would engage in the process before it is publicly launched on 18th June 2025, in Brussels. 
 

• Swim Safe Europe: Aligned with ASR Principle 1: Dive to Survive – Safety and Accessibility, this 
program underscores our commitment to drowning prevention and water safety. Through Swim Safe 
Europe, European Aquatics aims to make aquatics accessible to all, fostering water competence 
across Europe to save lives and promote a safe, inclusive environment for everyone in the water. 

 
• “In occasion of the EA Super Cup Men’s game FTC TELEKOM BUDAPEST – VK JUG AO, which was 

played in Budapest (HUN) on 5 October 2024, the new VAR system was tested. This system is using 
VAR technology which is connected with TV cameras during the game. The test were observed by Mr. 
Toni Zivkovic, Mr. Renato Zivkovic and Mr. Dejan Perisic. 
 
The main reason for testing and eventual implementation of this VAR system in upcoming EA WP 
Events is coming from the fact that protection and improvement of regularity of the games, quality of 
work of game Officials and transparency of Referees decisions must remain the highest priority. 
 
During the VAR system checking a lot of positive points, which should be very useful for future, were 
realised. First of all, possibility of the VAR system that can be connected with 16 TV cameras is giving 
huge possibility for any kind of analysis for situations happened at the game. 
The fact that all TV cameras are with HD quality is giving even more opportunity for wide range of 
solutions in video analysis.  
 
Also, option as zoom in, zoom out, full screen, all in high quality, are reducing possibility that any 
situation may be ignored in reason of low quality of video sequence with the action. This system 
should be very useful for future EA WP Events to provide all necessary conditions for regularity of the 
competitions.” 
 

The European Aquatics Newsletter is following a monthly schedule with the next edition to be 
distributed at the end of November 2024. 

Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to: 
media@len.eu 
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