
 

Dear National Federations, 

 
We are pleased to share with you an overview of key initiatives from the European Aquatics Development 

section, focusing on Aquatic Social Responsibility (ASR) and the European Aquatic Academy (EAA). These 

projects underscore our ongoing commitment to promoting sustainability, education, and inclusivity within 

the aquatics community. 

1. Recognition of national coach certifications 

2. Certification of national Learn to Swim initiatives 

3. Development projects seeking cooperation to apply for Erasmus+ Sports = Cooperation 

Partnerships funding 

4. Sport for Nature initiative 

5. Follow up from the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion conference 

Below is a short summary of each initiative, with further details available through the links to our website. 

• https://www.len.eu/development/aquatics-social-responsibility/ 

• https://www.len.eu/development/european-aquatics-academy/ 

To provide clarification and further details on these projects and the attached documents, we have 

scheduled an online meeting for 20 November at 18:30 CET on the Teams platform. 

You can join the meeting using this link: Invitation to Online Meeting 
 

We encourage all National Federations to participate in this session to ensure a thorough understanding of 

the initiatives, discuss any queries or feedback, and we look forward to your participation and continued 

collaboration in advancing these important projects for the future of European aquatics. 

We greatly appreciate your cooperation in these important endeavors and look forward to working together 

to strengthen our commitment to aquatic safety, sustainability and education. 

Best regards, 

António Silva 

European Aquatics President 
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1) National Coach Certification Recognition by European Aquatics 

 
European Aquatics is opening the call for National Federations to request the certification and 

recognition of Coaches’ courses for all Aquatic Disciplines. This process follows on a consultation 

process with all National Federations regarding the process of certification and accreditation of coaches 

and after consulting the Technical Committees. 

Please refer to the link here for more information on this process. 

The process is aimed at all federations, which can be split into: 

 
a) National Federations with an educational/ legal framework for coaches ‘certification: 

Interested National Federations should fill-out the certification application form, attaching the 

requested documentation and submit it to the EAA. 

 
 

b) Other National Federations that do not have a recognized system of coaches’ certification in their 

country/NF 

These National Federations should fill-out the application form to identify the major needs for the 

coaches’ certification according to EA guidelines and rules, including the information regarding the 

number of coaches that are expected to attend the EA courses. 

National Federations that want to apply for the certification and accreditation of coaches’ courses 

must fill the online form including all the relevant and requested information by December 31, 2024. 

Access link to form here. 
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https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2.-Coaches-RECOGNITION-rational.pdf
https://forms.gle/7zmBrTufE5xaAszW9


 
 
 

 
 

 

2. National Learn to Swim Program Certification by European Aquatics 

 
As part of our commitment to promoting aquatic safety and social responsibility, European Aquatics  

circulated a questionnaire in 2023 to gather information on existing Learn to Swim and Prevent Drowning 

programmes across our National Federations and countries. 

Based on consultations with National Federations, we are now starting the process of application for 

European Aquatics Certification for existing swimming education and drowning prevention initiatives in 

each country. This certification aims to enhance the importance and effectiveness of these national  

programs, providing recognition if they meet the European Aquatics standards. 

We invite you to express your interest in certifying your existing Learn to Swim and Prevent Drowning 

programme with European Aquatics by applying for the ASR certification. To facilitate this process,  

please complete this form with the relevant information. The deadline for submission is 9 December. 

More details can be found here. 
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https://forms.gle/1VRSgvL9muAjR6FW8
https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/3a.-EUROPEAN-AQUATICS-CERTIFICATION.pdf


 
 
 

 
 

 

3. Participation in development projects: 

a) Aquatic Safe Kids (ASK) 

 
The ASK programme, currently being developed by European Aquatics, aims to make swimming and 

aquatic competence a fundamental part of children's education. This comprehensive and structured 

programme promotes learning to swim and and drowning prevention by incorporating swimming into the 

school curriculum, ensuring that children from preschool to primary school age gain essential water  

skills. 

We are seeking partnerships with public or private bodies and organizations active in the field of sport 

that have relevant expertise or are interested in contributing to this project, helping address the critical  

issue of drowning prevention and water safety education. 

More details can be found here. 
 

 

b) Mental Health and Transition to the Labour Market 

 
European Aquatics is also preparing a project focused on Mental Health and the Transition to the Labour 

Market for athletes across all aquatic disciplines. A key objective of this project is to implement mental 

health and career transition support for athletes with the crucial assistance of National Federations. 

European Aquatics aims to secure Erasmus+ Sports Cooperation Partnership funding for both projects 

and we invite interested National Federations to participate. Due to administrative constraints 

associated with Erasmus projects, it is not possible to include all federations at this time. However, those 

interested participating can submit their interest via the online form provided, by the deadline of 30 

November 2024. 

European Aquatics is committed though to ensure that the knowledge and key outcomes of these 

projects are shared to benefit all European National Federations and their athletes. 

Please complete this form with the relevant information and refer to the link here for more details. 
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https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1a.-Concept-Note_ASK.pdf
https://forms.gle/45uPp78fr7vBWV9Q7
https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/1b.-Project-Mental-Health_Concept-Note.pdf


 
 
 

 
 

 

4. Sports for Nature (S4N) Framework 

 
As a committed signatory of the Sports for Nature (S4N) framework as of 7 August 2024, and aligned with 

our ASR Strategy, European Aquatics is dedicated to protecting and restoring natural environments 

through sports. National Federations are encouraged to propose concrete initiatives to further our 

collective sustainability efforts. These initiatives, focus on four key areas—protecting nature, restoring 

ecosystems, reducing supply chain risks, and inspiring action. 

We invite you to check our website here and join us in implementing an action plan aligned with the S4N 

framework and contribute to a sustainable future for aquatic sports. More information on this initiative 

will be shared shortly. 

 

 
5. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 

 
Following the success of the first European Aquatics DEI Conference in Belfast, we are advancing 

initiatives to promote inclusivity in aquatic sports. We encourage all federations to sign the European 

Aquatics Charter and share any tools or resources that support DEI efforts. All  information from 

the DEI Conference as well as the charter can be found on our website here. 

We are also compiling feedback from the conference and invite you to complete a feedback survey. 

Complete Survey HERE 
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https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/4.-Sports-4-Nature-Framework_ASR.pdf
https://www.len.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/5.-EA-DEIStatement.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7D5BGS9

