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Certification and Accreditation of Coaches’ Courses 
| Recognition of Prior Award and Learning | 

 
 

A. Introduction 
 
European Aquatics under the Strategic Plan 2024-2028 and action plan for 2024, is 
enacting a comprehensive policy to promote the capacitation (i.e. education & 
development) and registration and coaches across the continent. These includes: 
 
- the oGer of formal courses (3 tiers: level 1, level 2 and level 3) in all aquatic 
disciplines and the level 0/Learn to Swim certification related to the development of 
aquatic competences. 
- the oGer of lifelong learning initiatives in the form of clinics and other modalities to 
all aquatic disciplines. 
- set-up of the e-learning platform where all education & development contents are 
to be made available to European Aquatics community. 
 
The European Aquatics Academy (EAA) is the entity assigned to design and 
disseminate coaches’ courses in tandem to World Aquatics guidelines. 
Each discipline will have available the following courses: level 1 (beginner/assistant 
coach), level 2 (age-group or developmental coach), and level 3 (performance 
coach). 
There will be also a level 0/Learn to Swim certification related to the development of 
aquatic competences and teaching and technical improvement in swimming and 
aquatic activities. 
The courses will be co-designed by the European Aquatics Academy (coaches´ 
commission) and the technical committees with the World Aquatics final approval.  
 
Recognition of Prior Award (RPA) is the recognition of a formal award for the 
purposes of achieving another formal award or recognition in other place. 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) aims to evaluate skills and knowledge acquired 
beyond formal training for the purpose of recognizing competence.  
 
National Federations can request European Aquatics to waive the recognition 
exercise of their coaches by producing evidence of having in place an education 
plan certified and approved by national authorities and underpinned on local legal 
frameworks (kindly refer to phases of implementation sub-section below). 
 
European Aquatics is oGering a transition period between September 2024 and 
September 2025 for national federations that oGer the relevant courses and 
individual coaches that have obtained such certifications in the past to request the 
certification and recognition (kindly refer to phases of implementation sub-section 
below). 
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Rational 
• Branding: EA is a stronger brand well known across Europe and beyond 

• Synergies: EA certification is aligned with Aqua guidelines and vision of the 
education and development of coaches these days 

• Verification: The certification acts as a verified endorsement of the coach’s 
SKA, providing greater confidence in athletes, parents, employers, and other 
actors in the EA fraternity 

• Professionalism: It demonstrates the coaches’ commitment to the highest 
levels of professionalism and continuous development 

• Recognition: it is recognized across all National Federations members that are 
part of this initiative 

• Employability and mobility facilitate seamless movement and employment 
opportunities across diGerent European countries 

• Requirement/License: a license is issued allowing the coach to take part at EA 
competitions (under analysis by the legal team) 

• Benchmarking: sets a high standard for coaching across Europe, ensuring that 
certified coaches meet a consistent and rigorous level of competence and 
professionalism 

• Advanced Training: it grants access to advanced training and development that 
might not be available through national programs 

• Networking: It provides opportunities to be part of a community of likeminded 
professional 

• Development mindset: infuse a high-standard development mindset as in 
other sports (e.g. UEFA – diplomas and licenses: C, B, A, Pro) 

 

Implementation Phases 
a) Phase #1: Until December 2024: Certification of national federations with 

recognised courses under legal framework. 
 
b) Phase #2: September 2024 – September 2025: other national federations that 

oGer the relevant courses and individual coaches that have obtained such 
certifications in the past to request the certification and recognition. 

 
c) Phase #3: 2025 onwards: roll out and oGer of European Aquatics courses. 
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B. Certification Tracks 
Below one can find the guidelines for a national federation and an individual coach 
to request the certification and recognition of a course as noted in Phase #2 of the 
implementation enactment. 
 
 
1. RPA by National Federations Courses 
 
1.1 Each National federation can request certification and recognition of the 
courses that it has oGered or is oGering to local coaches. 
1.2. The National Federation is to fill-out the certification application form, attach 
the requested documentation and submit it to the EAA.  
1.3. The application form includes: 
 1.3.1. Identification of the National Federation 
 1.3.2. Identification of the course to be certified and recognized 
 1.3.3. Description of the course to be certified and recognized  

1.3.4. Identification and description of the teaching component (learning 
outcomes, curricular units, workload) 
1.4. EEA will analyze the process and identify the recognition that can be done based 
on the matching of learning outcomes, workload and content. 
1.5. An updated list of certified and recognized courses by National Federations is 
to be made publicly available by EA 
1.6. Coaches holding NF courses certified and recognized by EA: 

1.6.1. can refer to the list noted in 1.5. to learn if the course is certified and 
recognized 

1.6.1.1. If the course is certified and recognized by EA: the coach can 
apply for the certification (express certification track) and pay the processing 
fee. 

1.6.1.2. If the course is not certified and recognized by EA: please refer 
to “2. Non-National Federations Courses” 

 
 
2. RPA by Non-National Federations Courses (individual recognition of previous 
certification, i.e., not recognized in 1). 
 
2.1. Coaches who hold a certification not issued by one National Federation already 
recognized by EEA, must submit an individual application requesting the 
recognition. 
2.2. The application form includes: 
 2.1.1. Identification of the organization (e.g., National Federation, School, 
Universities and other Higher Education Institutions, etc). 
 2.1.2. Identification of the course to be certified and recognized 
 2.1.3. Description of the course to be certified and recognized  

2.1.4. Identification and description of the teaching component (learning 
outcomes, curricular units, workload) 
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2.1.5. Criminal record producing evidence it has no crime incompatible with 
the coaching career. 
2.3. EEA will analyze the process and identify the recognition that can be done based 
on the matching of learning outcomes, workload and content. 
2.4. The coach can apply for the certification (normal certification track) and pay the 
processing fee. 
 
 
 
3. RPL (individual recognition of previous working experience and education) 
 
3.1. Coaches with prior learning, whether through short learning programs, career 
background, volunteer and/or paid roles, can submit an individual application 
requesting to be certified. 
3.2. The application form includes: 
 2.1.1. Identification of the National Federation 
 2.1.2. Identification of the course to be certified and recognized 
 2.1.3. Description of the course to be certified and recognized  

2.1.4. Identification and description of the prior learning, including: 
 2.1.4.1. Prior formal learning – learning which has previously been 

formally accredited within an education system  
2.1.4.2. Non-formal learning – learning acquired through planned 

activities but does not result in formal certification  
2.1.4.3. Informal – learning acquired through day-to-day activities which may 

be unplanned and unintentional 
3.3. EEA will analyze the process and identify the recognition that can be done based 
on the matching of learning outcomes, workload and content. 
3.4. can apply to for the certification (comprehensive certification track) and pay the 
processing fee. 
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Appendix 1 
Flowchart 
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Appendix 2 

Processing fees (as of September 2024) 
Express certification track 100 CHF 
Normal certification track 200 CHF 
Comprehensive certification track 300 CHF 

 
 


