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 Your September Newsletter 
 

This month’s European AquaDcs newsleTer covers updates from 
Congress& DEI Conference, AquaDcs Social Responsibility, and 

European AquaDcs event roundups. 
 

  
 

 

 
THE MAIN STORY 

European Aquatics 2024 Congress concludes in Belfast, paving the way for the future  
of Aquatic Sports 
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Sport Topics 
 
This secDon provides a round-up of European AquaDcs events, with both water polo and open water 
swimming featuring this month. 

Water Polo 
• EWPC U19 Men Burgas was organised to a very 

high level, with top matches that give us lit up the 
crowd – leaving no worries for the future of the 
sport. A lot of new young top players showed 
potential for the future. 
 

• A clinic for delegates and judges was held from 6-
8 September in Zagreb and saw the participation 
of a record number of delegates – 240 (61 on site 
and 179 online). The clinic served as a fine basis 
to further improve the level of officiating for the 
coming season. 

• The Champions League Qualification tournament 
saw many exciting matches (September 13-15) 
across the four different tournaments, with Euro 
Cup qualification (September 27-29) also seeing 
many as eight tournaments that took place at the 
same time in eight different countries. The top 
matches were all broadcast live. 

 
• Immediately on September 30, another 

draw was held, this Dme for the Euro 
Cup Group stage. 
 

• We have exciting times ahead of us, 
because the Champions League and 
Euro Cup group stage in the men's and 
women's competition will start soon. 

 

Open Water Swimming 
• The season concluded with the last two legs of 

the Open Water Swimming Cup Series. Belgrade 
(SRB) and Razanac (CRO) 

 

 
• It was the first time that European 

Aquatics held a Cup leg in Croatia, and it 
did so in a spectacular way, with more 
than 60 participants from more than 16 
countries. Andrea Filadelli and Ines 
Delacroix clinched the overall titles. The 
pair entered Leg 5 atop the respective 
rankings with Filadelli securing the title 
with second in a photo finish with Italy 
teammate Ivan Giovannoni, who came 
with a late charge in the finishing chute to 
win in 1:53:32.69 to 1:53:32:89. 
 

• With that Filadelli earned 700pts to finish 
with 2000pts and the men’s title. 
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2025 European Aquatics Championship Calendar 
 

• AQUATIC DISCIPLINES 

European Aquatics Championships (AS, DIV, OWS) (Venue TBC) 
Artistic Swimming: 25-28 May 
Diving: 25-31 May 
Open Water Swimming: 29-31 May 
  
Short Course Swimming Championships (Venue TBC):  
2-7 December 
  
Masters 
Masters Short Course Swimming Championships:  
10-16 December (Venue TBC) 

  
 

• JUNIOR AND YOUTH EVENTS 

Artistic Swimming 
Junior Championships:  
25-29 June, Athens (GRE) 
 
Diving: 
Junior Championships:  
23-29 June, Athens (GRE) 
 
Open Water Swimming: 
Junior Championships:  
19-21 June, Setubal (POR) 
 
Swimming: 
U23 Championships:  
26-28 June, Samorin (SVK) 
 
Junior Championships:  
1-6 July, Samorin (SVK) 

 
WATER POLO 
Women’s U16 WP Championships:  
30 June - 6 July, Manisa (TUR) 
 
Men’s U16 WP Championships: 7-13 July 
Division Elite – Manisa (TUR) 
Division I – Ljubljana (SLO) 
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Men’s U18 WP Championships: 18 - 24 August  
Division Elite – Oradea (ROU) 
Division I – TBC 
 
Women’s U18 WP Championships:  
25-31 August, Gzira (MLT)  

 
OPEN WATER CUP 
Leg 1: 3 May , Protaras (CYP)  
Leg 2: 7 June, Paris (FRA)  
Leg 3: 22 June, Setubal (POR) 
Leg 4: 20 September, Barcelona (ESP) 
Leg 5: 27 September, Razanac (CRO)  

 
Institutional Topics 

 
This secDon provides a round-up of The European AquaDcs Congress and European AquaDcs Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Conference, which took place in Belfast. 

 

DEI Conference 
• The first day in Belfast saw delegates descend on the 

Northern Irish capital for the Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion (DEI) conference, held on 27th September.  
 

• It was lauded a “great success” and marked a historic 
moment as the first of its kind in the organisation’s 
history.  

 
• A key moment of the conference was the signing of a 

pledge in support of the DEI declaration. Silva and 
Keane were the first to sign the pledge, which 
represents a collective commitment to fostering 
inclusivity within aquatic sports and was a powerful 
symbol of unity and responsibility.  

 
• Emer O’Neill, a leading advocate for DEI practices, 

also spoke about the significance  
of the pledge: “When I’m asking for equality, respect, 
and to be seen, it’s a two-way stream. 
If we all work together for unity, diversity, and 

 
• Sarah Keane, CEO of Swim Ireland and 

Chair of the European AquaDcs DEI 
CommiTee emphasised the importance 
of this landmark occasion: 
“Today was about European Aqua3cs 
saying we care. It’s about being a more 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive 
organisa3on, and working with our 
na3onal federa3ons to make sure that 
vision permeates all of aqua3cs.” 

 
• President Silva’s closing words echoed 

the collecDve senDment: “The aim of 
this conference is to underline why DEI is 
so important and how European 
Aqua3cs can create a welcoming space 
in the sport for all.” 
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inclusion as a team, that’s where authentic change 
happens. Today felt different – this wasn’t just 
tokenism; it was a real opportunity 
to speak with the leaders who can make the 
necessary changes. 

 
• One of the central themes of the conference was the 

need for inclusive infrastructure in aquatic facilities. 
The discussions emphasised the importance of 
designing spaces that accommodate all individuals, 
from improved accessibility for disabled athletes to 
gender-neutral and culturally sensitive environments. 

• The conference brought together over 
one hundred athletes, coaches, officials, 
and advocates from across Europe to 
engage in discussions on how to create 
a more inclusive, accessible, and 
equitable environment within aquaDc 
sports. 

European AquaDcs Congress 
• The following day (28th September) saw delegates 

gather at the same venue for the 2024 European 
AquaDcs Congress. 
 

• The Congress brought together key representatives 
from federations committees and commissions, 
sponsor partners and other stake holders from the 
aquatic disciplines including swimming, water polo, 
artistic swimming, diving, open water and masters. All 
of them unified in their mission to shape the future of 
the sport. 

 

 

Amongst the key decisions made at the 
Congress were:  

• Approval of the financial and AcDvity 
report and audited results for 2023.  
 

• Amendments to the ConsDtuDon (the 
new Cons3tu3on will be posted on the 
European Aqua3cs website). This 
includes a key decision to enlarge the 
Athletes’ CommiTee to guarantee 
gender equity for all disciplines, as well 
as to introduce Athlete CommiTee 
elecDons starDng at the 2025 Congress. 
 

• Congress also approved an update of the 
EA general rules for aquatic disciplines (all 
documents will be posted on our website.) 
These changes ensure that EA procedures 
conform with recent World Aquatics rule 
changes. 

 
• Dates for all the European AquaDcs 

events of the 2025 season (including the 
first ever European Championship for 
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• President Antonio Silva announced that, following 
an extensive audit by the Sport Integrity Global 
Alliance (SIGA), European AquaDcs had now 
achieved, for the first Dme, a bronze level award 
as part of the SIRVS iniDaDve recognizing our 
commitment to good governance, integrity, and 
transparency in sports administraDon 
 

• First Vice-President Josip Varvodic, concluding the 
report from the Bureau, underlined the 
importance of an historic agreement to sell media 
rights for the Men’s Water Polo Champions’ 
League compeDDon for the 2024-2025 
season. This agreement, secured with the support 
of the Nyon Sports Group, shows the potenDal for 
growth in Water Polo as an engaging spectator 
sport. 

 

Open Water, ArDsDc Swimming and 
Diving) were approved with venue 
details to be confirmed in early October.  
 
 

• President Silva also highlighted 
European AquaDcs’ leadership in 
leading efforts to work with European 
AthleDcs and European GymnasDcs 
federaDons on areas of common 
interest. The first concrete 
manifestaDon of this iniDaDve is an 
agreement between the three sports to 
co-ordinate the Dmetables for European 
Championship events in 2026, 2028 and 
2030. 

 
• Other highlights of the Congress included 

a review of the European Aquatics 2024-
2030 Strategic Plan, which was approved 
earlier this year in Antalya. Delegates 
were provided with updates on the 
progress of the plan’s four key pillars, 
which emphasize athlete welfare, 
competition innovation, fan engagement, 
and education & safety. Key initiatives 
under this strategic framework, such as 
the newly launched Aquatics Social 
Responsibility (ASR) Charter and 
the European Aquatics Academy, reflect 
European Aquatics’ enduring 
commitment to sustainability and social 
impact within the sport. 
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Further Updates 

This section gives an update on the progress of European Aquatics’ Aquatics Social Responsibility 
(ASR) Project. 

 
Aquatics Social Responsibility (ASR) 

 
• The Learn to Swim ImplementaDon Model has now been completed, and we are moving on to the next 

steps of implementaDon. 
 

• European AquaDcs proudly parDcipated in the 2024 SHARE 2.0 Annual Conference, held on 11 
September at the Albert BorscheTe Centre in Brussels. The conference, organised by the European 
Commission and ICF consultancy, brought together key stakeholders to discuss health, innovaDon, and 
sustainability in the context of sport and physical acDvity. 

 
• The three working Groups of S4N Working met recently and specifically had a meeDng with Group 

2/procurement on Thursday, 5th September. The group is meant to discuss, share, and contribute 
knowledge about procurement. 

 
• European AquaDcs parDcipated in the Sports for Nature Framework quarterly webinar on 17 September 

for follow-up and procedures. A meeDng was also had on 19th September to welcome and provide 
follow-up for new members. 

 
• The Sustainable Chart and five priority measures for events have now been defined under the ASR 

framework. 

 
• The next steps for the ASR Charter and future measures were presented to LOC’s at the recent European 

AquaDcs Congress in Belfast. 

 

 

Any comments on newsletter content are welcome and should be addressed by email to: media@len.eu 

 


